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THE 


Good Work : 


Begun in the 


DAY« GRACE 


Performed untill the Diy of 
CHRIST 


tjonary Letter, fent unto ſome Youths , by an 
unknown Authour. 


Unto which is ſubjoyn:d a Recurn of 
Thanks to the Authour of the Letter: 


With further Cautionary Motives, and Directions, 
unto Youths profeſling Religion, eo keep them 
| from Apoſtacy, and Backſliding. 


| ay} 


By Thom.s Vingent, Miniſter ſometime of Marnd: 
NnsALulh. reve, 4 London. 
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ſhall have no pleaſure in him; But we are not of 


thre believe unto the ſaving of the ſoul, 
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Good Work 


Begun in the 


DAT GRACE 


Performed untill che Diy of 


CHATSSE 


With the Addition of a Cau- 


| tjonary Letter, fent unto ſome Youths , by a" 
unknown Authour. 


Unto which is ſubjoyn:d a Recurn of 
Thanks to the Authour of the Letter : 


With further Cautionary Motives, and DireRions, 
unto Youths profeſling Religion, eo keep them 


from Apoſtacy, and Backſliding. 
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By Thomas Vinsent, Miniſter ſometime of JL4x4- 
FingMilk- ſtreet, London. 
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ſus Chriſt : God u faith{nl by whom je were calica, 
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ſhall have no pleaſure in him; But we are not of | 
them who draw back unto Perdition, bur of them | 


' that ye may be blameleſs in the Day of our Lord 7e- 1 bs. 


T H 


*Good Work 


BEGUN. 


Philip. 1.6. Being confident of this very thing, that 
he which hath begun a good work in you, will per. 
form i unt!l the day of Feſws Chrift. 


MonÞft all the works of men, ſome of 
which have bcen great and illuſtrious, 
none arc comparable unto the works of 
God; and amongſt all the works of 

God before us, none are more admirable than the 


' work of God within us : You have ſometimes 


feen rare aid curious works of Art, beautiful pi- 
Ctures, ſtately edifices and buildings : you ſee dai- 
' Ty morecurious works of nature, the ſubſtance of 
thoſe ſhadows, the ſtately ſtructure of the Earth 
| and Heavens; but the work of Grace which can- 
not be ſeen with the Eye, doth excell every viſible 
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work in luſtre and curiofity. Davzd telleth us, 
Pſ.d. 139. 14, 15. that his body was wondsrfully 
made, and all his members curiouſly wrought and 
taſhioned by the hand of God : his ſoul was more 
wouderfully made, and there was more curioſity 
in the forming of his ſpirit with taculties of ſuch 
exccl!:ent uſe and operations. But in the new form- 
ing cf tho ſoul atter the image of God, in Gods 
Erawing the lineaments of the new man upon th® 
heart, 1s the {r22:eſt wonder and curiofity : This 
15 che Geol .. Which God doth begin, and 
Will pertoiiin 1 Gods works are good, but this 
wolx 15 exc '-1t; other works are really good, 
bur this 1s en.iently good ; in other works God 
&:d put for Þ ius power, and manifeft his wifdom ; 
Det in th's work he hath ſhewed the exceeding 
greatneſs of his power, his moſt admirable wiſ- 
dom, and withall the exceeding riches of his grace 
and love: otner works thall be demoliſhed, not 
oniy clementary bodies, but heavenly bodies them< | 
ſelves thall melt and be diſſolved at laſt : but this 
good work of grace ſhall abide unto the day of | 
Chriit, andin the day of Chriſt, and then be per- 
fected in Glory, This the Apolile doth expreſs his 
contidence of in the Text. Rrmg confident of thi: 
very thang, that hc which hath begun a good work. 87s 

Jou, will perform it, untill the day of eſis Chriſt. 
This Epiſtle was written to the Philippians, 
when the Apoſtle was in bonds at Rome, for the 
Teſtimony of the Goſpel : nevertheleſs, the word 
of God was not bound, but had the freer courſe, 
and more powerful efficacy; his bonds did tend 
unto the furtherance of the Goſpel : The body of 
the Apoſile was in bonds, but his keart was not 
£12 


C Pb Good Work begun. 3 
in bonds, except'it were the botxds of Love to the 
Philippians © his tongue* was notin bends, for he | 
lets them know what Prayers'he made for them, 
and. what ' praiſe + and thanks? he offered 'unto 
God in their behalf : his pen was not in bonds, 
for in priſon he writeth this excellent Epiftle 
to them ; and we have reaſon to bleſs God for 


. thoſe bonds which were the occaſion of 2 wor!; 


ſo beneficial to the Church in all after ages. Aſter 
the Apoſtle's ſalutation of the Phil;ppions , he 
doth adminiſter matter of great joy 21 comfort 
unto them, and that in the Text; ZPcing corfi- 
dent of t9is very thing, that be which þ.:th beeyn 4 
good work in you, will perform it untill the day of Je- 
ſes Chriſt. In which words we have, 1. The Apc- 
itles confidence concerning the Saints at Phz/ipp?*; 
and i them , of -all the Saints _unts the eng of 
the. world. Being confident of this very thing. He 


.  dothnor ſpeak ot it as a doubttul thias, as an un- 


certam thing, which might be, or might not be, 
but as of a thing moſt ſure, of which he had a 
full confidence and perſwaſion, 2. Here's the 
thing which he'is confident of, or the matter of 


.his confideace concerning them, That he which 


hath bepun a good work_ in you, will perform it until 
the dey of 7eſrs Chrift. Where we have the work 
of grace ſet forth, 1. By the quality of it ; It 1s 
a good work. 2. By the ſubject of it, the Soul 3 


a good work, not without you, but within you: 
3. By the Author of it ; He,that is God. 4. By the 
beginning of it, He that hath begun a good work. 
5x you. 5. By the accompliſhment of it, ard Ering- 
ing of it unto perfection , will perform it until the ay 
of Zeſt Chriſt, | 


Hence 


Py The Good Work, begins. 
Hence obſerve theſe two Doctrine ; 
Doct. 1. That the good work of Grace in the foul 'i5 
begun by the Lora. : 
Doct. 2. That the goed work, which God doth 
» begin #n the day of Grace, be will perform until ths 
 dapof Chriſt, 


ESL. - þ 


DoCt. 1. That the good work of grate in the ſoull is 
begun by the Lord. aber HA 


N handling of this point, I ſhall ſhall 1. ſpeak 
Concerning the good work of grace it' ſelf. 
2. Concerning the ſubzect of it, whick is the ſou. 
:. Corcerning the Author of it, and ſhew, that it 
:$ f2 Lorc that doth begin this good work 4. Why 
£2: Lou doth begin this good work. 5. And laſtly, 
mike ſome Appucation. 

1. Concerning the Good Work of Grace it 
ſelf: There are many evil works of: men, ſuch as 
are all {ins ; the work of Grace, is the good work 
of God ; there are ſome good works which are 
wrought by us, this is 'the good work which 
is wrought in us; there are ſome works 'ef 
Grace, and gracious acts of God towards us, 
which effect only a relative change, ſuch as 
Gods juſtification of our perſons, his adoption 
| of us, and admiſſion of us into his family : but 
this is a gracious work of. God upon us , 
whereby he doth cffect within us a real _—_ 

© an 
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The-Good Work begin. "2M 
and although the Grace within us, is alwayes ac- 
companied with"the Grace without us, yet it is 
really diſtinct from it. This good work of Grace 
is begun in Regeneration, or the New-birth, when 
God doth eftectually call us by his Word and 
Spirit, and powerfully turn us from darkneſs unto 
light, and from the reign of fin, unto the ſubjeQior: 


. and obedience of Chriſt : It is carried on in the 
+ work of SanCtification, wherein fin, which in the 


firft work of Grace, is dethroned and mortally 
wounded, 1s more and more mortitied, and the 
Spiritual life begun at firſt is maintained, and the 
ſoul is more and more quickned and enabled to 
live unto righteouſneſs; In the firſt work, the ſeed 
of Grace is planted in the ſoul by the Spirit; which 
in the wor. of Sanctitication doth ſpring up, and 
bring forth the fruits of holineſs and obedience : 
In tne fiit work of Grace, all the lineaments and 
members of the New man are formed in the ſoul, 
which in SanCtitication are more and more ſhaped 
and fathioned aiter Gods image, and the New 
man doth grow up from 1ts infancy more and more 
towards the ſtature and ſtrength of a perfect mar 


in Chriſt : In the firſt work, all the habits of Grace 


are infuſed together into the ſoul, which in the 
work of Sanctification gather firength , and do 
ſhew tnemſelves in their lively and vigorous 
cxercie. 

We are now to ſpeak of the firſt work of Grace, 
or the good work as it is begun by the Lord. 
When the Lord doth eftect a gracious change in 
the ſoul, he finds the ſinner empty and void of all 
good, filled with the guilt, and beſmeared with 
the defilement of ſin, and notwithſtanding the 
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6 The Good Work, begun. 
wounds which {in maketh in his conſcience, he 
findeth him inſenfible ; and whatever his danger 
be of everlaſting ruine, he findeth him aſleep and 
ſecure : And firft the Lord meeteth with him, and 
putteth a ftop to him in his courſe and career of 
{in, hedgeth up his way as it were with thorns. by 
his providence he bringeth the ſinner under the 
preaching of the Word, and there he {heweth him 
his evil work and tranſgreſhons wherein he hath 
exceeded, and exceedingly provoked his holy and 
jealous eye againſt him; the Lord in his Word 
doth ſound his Trumpet of Judgement , and 
awakeneth him out of his carnal ſecurity, by the 
loud thunderings and dreadful lightnings of the 
Law , he convinceth the {inner of the guilt of tin, 
and the deſert of ſin, and the danger which he 1s 
in of the ctcrnal damnaticn -and deſtruction of 
Hell, which ſuch impenitent and unbclieving iin- 
ncrs as heis are lyable unto; hereupon conſcience, 
betore lull'd aſleep|by the Devil and deceitfull luſts, 
begins to be ſtartled, taketh up its whip to 
Iafh, its ſword to prick and ſenſibly to wound the 
ſinner, ſo that in diſtreſs he cryeth out, O what 
ſhall 7 do to be ſaved! God at firſt ſendeth his 
Spirit ( in order to the preparation of the ſoul 
for the gracious change ) to be a Spirit of Bon- 
dage to awaken the {inner unto fear, Rom. $. 15. 
The Spirit doth as it were bring a Warrant from 
Heaven, and like a Sergeant doth clap the ſinner 
on the back, and arreſteth him for all his affronts 
and 1indignitics which he hath offerd unto the 
King of Heav@y, for all his Treaſons and Rebelli- 
003 Which he hath practiſed ; and the ſinner ha- 
ving nothing to plead, and being unable to _ 
is 


The Good Work begun. 7 
his eſcape, for whither can he fly from Gods Spi- 
rit ? this Spirit of Bondage doth as it were lay him 
up 1n priſon, puts chains and ſhackles upon his feet, 
and then paſleth the ſentence of the Law upon him, 
that he muſt dye ; lets him know that he is curſed, 
Gal. 3.10. condemned already , 7oh. 3. 18. and 
that the Execution is not far off : thus the finner 


| 1s brought into great diſtreſs and perplexity of 
, mind ; he looks about him for help, but all ſuccour 


fails him; he ſtrugeles and would fain break the 
bonds wiich are upon him, but he finds himſelf 
the more entangled ; he endeavours to divert his 
grief, and throw away his troubles, but he is the 
more perplexed and wounded ; then he ſceks after 
ſomething to appeaſe Gods anger, and quiet the 
clamours of his conſcience, and he flies to Duties, 
to Ordinances ; he prayeth, and heareth, and read- 


; \ eth, turns from ts former ungodly company and 


practices, and frequeunts the company of the Saints 
and Servants of God, and ;joyneth with them in all 
Religious obſcrvances and exerciſes; bur ſtill he 
findeth ( it God worketi uyon him efiectually ) 
tat none of theſe can remove the guilt of one {in, 
and that the righteouſneſs is but unperfect, which 


| doth reſult from the mot ſtrict performance of any 


Duties ; and tteretore he Jooketh upon himſelf, 
as worthleſs and helpleſs in himſelf, and percetveth 
that i lyeth not in the power of any creature to 
help him : But having a diſcovery made of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who is mighty and able to ſave 
to the uttermoſt, all thoſe that come unto God by 
Iim, Heb. 7. 25. being made acquainted with the 
perfect righteouſneſs of Chriſt, and the full ſatts- 
taction which by his death he hath given unto 
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g * The Good Work, begun. 
Gods juſtice for mans ſin, and having a free 
proffer made of this to hjm, and a gracious invita- 
tion to come unto Chriſt, that he might have par- 
don and life by him, being powerfully drawn by 
the Spirit, he is inclin-d and enabled to come to 
him, and to lay hold on him, whereby he is joyned 
unto Chriſt, and receiveth life from him. And 


thus the good work of Grace js begun; the na- | 


ture of which will further appear in the ſecond: } \ 


particular, 


SETS. 16 


Grace, and that is the Soul. He that hath 


2. Oncerning the ſubject of this good work af | 


begun the good work in you, that is, in your ſouls; | 


it is the whole ſoul is the ſubject of this grace, 
which the Lord doth work. 

1. Inthe good work of Grace the underſtanding 
Is enlightned ; the Spirir of the mind is renewed, 
Eph. 4. 23. the underſtandings of graceleſs per- 
ſons are darkned, Eph. 4.18. they cannot know 
the things of the Spirit of God, becauſe they are 
ſpiritually diſcerned, 1 Coy, 2. 14. there is a black 
night upon their Spirits, a worie than Xgyptian 
darzneſs doth over-ſpread the face of their ſouls ; 
there 1s 4 vail of ignorance and unbelief before 
their eyes, which keepeth off the light of the 
Knowledge of God from them ; hence it is that 
they do not apprehend the beauty and excellency 
WAicl i5 in Ged and Criſt, and the wayes of 

nouneſs ; 


The Goed Work, begun. 9 


holineſs : But where God doth begin the good 
work of Grace in any, he opencth their eyes, 
Aft. 26. 18. he illuminateth their underſtandings, 
Heb. 10. 32. he cauſeth the darkneſs to paſs away, 
and the true light to ſhine into them, 1 Joh. 2. 8. 
by which light he doth diſcover to them the odious 
nature of fin, his own anfinite excellencies and per- 
feions, and the excellency of the wayes of holi- 


; | neſs, which lead unto life and happineſs, beyond 


the wayes of fin, which lead untv death and ruine. 
Some knowledge they had ſome of them of theſe 
things before, by the teachings of men, but it was 
a bareiſpeculative, notional knowledge, which they 
had in their heads; but now they are taught by the 
Spirit, they attain a ſpiritual, practical], experi- 
mental and heart-affeting knowledge of theſe 
things; now they perceive a marvellous excel. 


\ lency in thoſe things, which before ſeemed fooliſh- 


neſs unto them, 1 Cor. 2. 14. they have a new eye, 
being anointed with the ſpiritual eye ſalve, and all 
things now appear with a new face; before fin 
with, its paint and bait, appeared beautifull and 
defirable; and Chriſt with his Croſs and yoke, 
ſeemed rather an enemy than a friend ; they could 
not diſcern his form and comlineſs, and therefore 
they did undervalue and neglect him; but now 
they have a diſcovery of the hook, through the{bait, 
and the uglineſs, through the paint of ſin, and it 
appears moſt dangerous and odious unto them ; 
and they have a diſcovery of the lovelineſs of 
Chriſts face, and the eaſineſs of Chriſts yoke, and 
he appears unto them moſt precious and deſirable, 
Now they behold ſtrange things in the Law, which 
they never before did apprehend ; in that glaſs 

they 
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To - The Goal Work begun. 
they have a view given them of the monſtrous na- 
ture of fin, of the pollutions which it hath brought 

their ſouls : there they have a proſpect of 
Hell, and the dreadfult miſeries which are the 
ue and-product of fin. And they behold alſo 
wonderful and glorious things in the glaſs of the 
Goſpel, there they have a diſcovery of the great 
and wonderful Salvation which Chriſt hath pur- 
chaſed for them, of the riches and freeneſs of Gods 
love unto them, of that glorious inheritance in 
Heaven which the Lord hath promiſed and pre- 
pared for them : They ſee things now 1n another 
manner than ever they did before , ſo that they 


wonder at their own former blindneſs and ſottiſh- | 


neſs, and at other mens preſont folly and madneſs, 
that they ſhould ſet their hearts upon the toyes 
and trifles of the World, that they thould wallow 
like Swine in the mire of fin, and drudge on con- 


tentedly and ſo ſecurely in Sathans Chains towards 


Hell; whilſt in the mean time they neglect God, 
and Chriſt, and their Salvation, trampling un- 
der foot thoſe ineſtimable riches and treaſures, 
which in the Goſpel are proffered ſo freely unto 
them. 


2. In the good work of Grace, the will is reQi- ' | 
fed and put in order. The will is the great Spring- -. 


wheel as it were of the ſoul, which while it 1s out 
of courſe, all the other inferiour faculties, like ſe 


many little wheels depending upon it, muſt needs 

be difordered and diſtempered in their motions; .}. 
but when once the will is rectified, then the whole ' 
The will is the. 
Queen-Regent which bears great ſway, and in - 


ſoul is brought into frame. 


alſ, 


gracclels perſons is exccedingly corrupt and de- | to 
| 4 
viaved, ! 


The Good Work, begun. It 
praved , -and imployeth all the powers that are 
under .her for the fulfilling and ſatisfaction of her 
baſe and filthy luſts; The thoughts, the fancy, the 
| memory, the inferiour affeCEtions of the ſoul, the 
' ſenſes and members of the body, are at the beck 
of the will, to be imployed in the ſervice and as 
inſtruments of ſin : when the will is changed, the 

; work of Grace is cffeCted, and not before ; when 
' this Fort-Royal is taken, then Chriſt entreth and 
taketh poſſeſſion. In the work of Grace there 
is a change in the will in regard of its inclina- 
tion and complacency; gracious perſons have 

' new inclinations, they like what before they 
+ diſliked, not only by a bare approbation of 
S, their underſtandings, but alſo by a compla- 
eS cency of their wills in it : they diſlike and dif. 
w . reliſh what before they liked and delighted them- 
a- )\ ſelves in; not only becauſe of the checks and up- 
ds braiding of their conſcience, but through an aver- 
d, fion of their wills unto it. As the world appears 
n- to their underſtandings to be vain and empty, fin to 
eS, be moſt ogiousand ugly, Chriſt to be moſt beauti- 
to ful and lovely; the grace of God here, and the 
- , enjoyment of him hereafter, to be their chiefeſt fe- 
tt-'| licity ; ſoare the inclinations of their wills, accor- 
Ng- '. dingly carried forth towards theſe objects. Their 
out wills diſlike the world for their portion and chief 
le good, and therefore renounce it upon that account; 
eds _ they diſlike ſin, not only becauſe of the puniſhment 
nS3-j- threatned unto it, but alſo becauſe of the innate 
"ole | filthineſs which is in it : their wills like Chriſt not 
the | only as a Saviour to deliver them from Hell, but 
1 M * alfo to deliver them from ſin; they like his bloud 
de- | to purifie their hearts, as well as to pacifie Gods 
'EQ, * ' anger, 
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r2 The Good Work beg un. | 
anger, and their own conſciences; they like his 
rſon and beauty, as well as his portion and'bene- 
ts; they like him not only with his Crown, but 
alſo with his Croſs; with poverty, diſgrace, and 
ſhame here, as well as with treaſures and glory in 
the other world; they like Gods favour beyond 
the favour of men, or life it ſelf. And according to 
theiranclination, ſo is their end or deſign ; namely, 
the glory of God here, and the enjoyment of God 
for ever; this doth ſwey them chiefly, and is the 


deſign which they are carrying on 1n the world ; 


and therefore their wills do make choice of ſuta- 
ble means, even ſuch as the Word doth diſcover 


and direct for the attainment of this end; accor- | 


dingly alſo are the purpoſes and reſolutions of their 
wills ſutable unto their end and choice , for the a- 
viding of hindrances, and making uſe of further- 
ances. 

3. In the work of grace the Fancy is renewed, 
though not im whole, yet m patt; much of the 
frothineſs and vanity thereof is hereby corrected ; 
it is more m to receive impreſſions of good : 
it is more uſeful unto the ſanctified mind, and 


more readily ſubſervient unto the ſanCtified will | 


than it was before. 

4. In the good work of Grace the conſcience 
alſo is renewed ; it is awakened at firſt to prepare 
the ſoul for this work, and it is afterwards kept 


awake and tender, ſo as to check and keep from | 
fin, How can I do this wickedneſs and (in agamſt | 
Ged ? How can I ſpill again the bloud of my Sa- ' 


viour? grieve and drive away my Comforter ? 
5. In the good work of Grace the memory 1s 
renewed, though not ſtrengthned beyond its natu- 
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T he Good Work begun. I3 
ral capacity, inthe keeping and recolleCting things 
committed tot; yet inthe work of Grace it is in 

ſome meaſure ſanclified, and cleanſed from that 

mud-and filth of the world and vanigy which like 
a ſieve it before retained, and is now made a trea- 
ſury of heavenly things chiefly. 

".6. In the good work of Grace the affeions are 
renewed, the Love and hatred, the Defire and 
Flight, the Grief and Delight, the Hope and Fear, 
& | and the Anger; all theliking affections do follow 
5 | the inclination ofthe will, and are carried forth to- 
i . wardsGodand Chriſt, and Holineſs here and Hap- 
ct pinefs hereafter; and the diſliking affeCtions are 
'- ' carried forth towards that which is offenſive unto 
it God,: apd deſtruciive to the Soul. Thus in 


v .. Zn 


&-  brixk.concerning the ſubject of the good work of 
;, Grace, and the ſeyerat faculties renewed and chan- 


gedin this gracious change. In, 
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j 3." CT Oacerning the Author of this Good Work, 
= and that is God. 

--1: Negatively. 1. Grace doth not grow in the 
or Garden of Nature, there being no. ſeed of it to be 
F* found therein; It is neither a natural power, ſuch 
' 2 {48 that of the Underſtanding, Will, Conſcience, 
uſt Memory, AﬀeCtions, which are to be found in all 
the children of Adam by Nature ; neither is it con« 
atural, ſuch as original Righteouſneſs was in 
-g before his Fall ; neither is it an habit acqui- 
11 Fed by the multiplicity of aGts, whereof there are 
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14 The Good Work begun. 
ſome diſpoſitions in Nature, ſuch as the habits of | 
Arts and Sciences, and moral Virtues. Grace is a | 
pure ftream, which cannot ſpring forth from the 
polluted fountain of Nature; for as Job 14. 4. 
Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean? You 
never ſaw Figs grow upon Thorns, nor Grapes 
upon Thiſtles; the ſouls of all the fallen childveh + 
of men being wholly corrupt and depraved with 
original fin; it is impoſſible that this Good Work 
{ſhould be effected by the power of Nature. Some: 
by the ſtrength of natural power, cultivated: by: 
education and learning, may attain much know-= 
ledge in the myſteries of Nature, and by ſtudying 
the Scriptures they may attain a notional kwow- 
ledge of Divine Myſteries, but the excellency of 
theſe myſteries is hid from them, they till remain 
without the ſpiritual diſcerning of the things of the |, £ 
ſps:r, without the teachings of the ſpirit,. 1 Cor. # 
2. 14. Natural men may through obſervance and a 
diligence attain a great accompliſhment as to ma- U 
ny moral Virtues, and hereby ſhine with Tome . 
d, 


kind of luſtre in darker parts of the World ; but 
by no natural power or induſtry can they attain 
unto any truly ſanciſying and ſaving Grace : the } G 
ſtream cannot be raiſed up to a greater heigth than * 
the ſpring doth lye from whence it doth ariſe, and * W 
that which is natural, cannot by any natural pow-; 7 . 
cr be elevated unto that which is ſupernatural. na. 

2. It is not from any innate power in the Word: ! 4nt 
and Ordinances to effect this good work of Grace ! gu 
in the ſoul of any ; Indeed the Word is an inftry- | dar 
ment, and the Ordinances are means of Grace; - in h 
but they are only inſtruments and means, which | tc 
have nv virtue and efficacy in themfelyes, LIP j Wit 
ney . 


— 
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they receive it immediately from God the efficient 
cauſe of this Work ; they are but- channels, not 
the fountain of Grace ; the Word is a Sword, but 
Gods hand muſt craw it forth, and ftrike with it 
that it may wound : there was no virtue in the 
waters, 7oh. 5. to heal, unleſs the Angel did trouble 
them; and there is no virtue in Ordinances, to 
change and ſanCtifie the ſou}, unleſs the Spirit doth 
move in them, and work by them : The Word in 
it ſelf is dead ; it is the Spirit that quickneth it, and 
quickneth by it. All the arguments which Mini- 
ſters may draw out of the Word in preaching, 
though preſſed with never ſo much earneſtneſs and 
afiection, cannot poſſibly produce this gracious 
change of themſelves, anleſs God ſet in with the 
Word, and ſet it home upon the heart : We may 
 aSeafily with our breath tear hard rocks to pieces, - 
'* andbend great barrs of Iron, as by our precching 
break the ſtony hearts, and bend the iron ſinews 
in the necks of the impenitent. We may as eafily 
with one finger lift a mountain, and toſs it up to 
Heaven, or with a whiſper raiſe thoſe which are 
dead in their graves, as lift a carnal heart towards 
God, and raiſe ſuch as arefſpiritudlly dead, un- 
leſs the -Lord doth accompany the -Word which 
+ we preach with the Holy Ghoſt from Heaven ; 
1 Pet. 1,12, If we bring the Light before a car- 
nal man, a hard-hearted finner, open itin his face, 
' and tell him never ſo convincingly of his fin, his 
guilt, the curſe of the Law, the wrath of God, the 


ry- | damnation of Hell, and what dreadful torments 
e: | inhis ſinful courſes he is hafting unto; yet he is 
:-þ +; inſenſible and ſecure, and not moved «t all unleſs 


-pt j with anger againſt the Miniſter that reproves and 
3 fore- 
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forewarns him of his danger, and notwithſtanding 
all that can be ſaid, he reſolvedly goeth on 1n this 
way, which will certainly, and may ſuddenly bring 
him to Hell : or if he tremble a little with Fels.x, 
if ſome laviſh fear of puniſhment do for the pre- 
ſent ariſe in him, rhrough the imprefſion of Argu- 
ments upon natural conſcience; yet however he 
hear ſin aggravated, as it reflecteth diſthonour up- 


on God, and defileth his own foul, he is not mo- 


ved upto the leaſt true godly evangelical mourning 
and ſorrow for it. Let us ſet forth God in his 
Aorigus excellencies and perfections before ſuch 
a inner, in his infinite greatneſs, power, holineſs, 
wiſdom, goodneſs, truth, faithfulneſs, mercy, lo- 
ving kindneſs; yet we cannot perſwade him to 
fear God filially, to deſire him truly , to love him 
entirely, to make choice of him for his chief good 


here, and portion eternally. Let us ſet forth the | 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt in his beauty and tranſcendent 
lovelineſs, in his mercy and incomparable grace 
and love; let us ſpeak to him never ſo undenia- 
bly of the great need which he varth of Chrift to be 
his Saviour, becauſe he is a ſinner, and by fin in ſuch 
danger; let us call upon him never ſo ecarneftly, 
entreat him never ſo pathetically, to leave his fin, 
and to accept of Chriſt ſo freely tendered unto hint; 
Not he! he holds faſt his fin, thuts his ear like the 
deaf Adder, who will not hear the voice: of the 
charmer, though he charm never ſo wiſely, and 
when he harbours baſe luſts in his heart which will 
deſtroy him, he ſhuts the door againſt Jefus Chriſt, 
although he might have pardon and ſalvation, grace 
and glory .with him, Let us propound to him never 
ſo clearly the grounds of Faith, let us direct him, 

invite 
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The Good Work begun. I7. 
invite him, perſwade him to believe with the great- 
eſt Scripture encouragement, and yet as caſily may 
we perſwade- him to lifc up the Earth in his armes, 
as put forti the leaſt true act of Faith. Tet vs 
commend to him the wayes of God with the high=, 
et Elogiums, and call him into thofe wayes with, 
the mait powerfull motives of peace, ſatisfaction, 
tweetnels, advantage here, and happineſs to Eter- 
nity, and yer nothing will prevail with him to ſet 
one {tep 1nto that. path. Surely then there is no 
inherent. virtue in the Word, or any arguments 
though never fo perſwalive , to etect this good 
work of Grace ; iudeed we mu it urge and prets 
arguments upon {inners, to aitlwade them from 
lin, and to eraw. them unto God, and this holy 
path, becauſe God worketh upon rational crea 
tgres 11 4 rational way ; yct all arguments are it 
:hemlelves inſufficient to produce this work, as we 
find by the difterent ctiecis which tae very fame 
arguments do make on thoſe upon v10m taey are 
urged ; ſome are moved, repent, and turn to God z 
others arc obdurate, obtinate, and continue in 
their impenitency and way of difobecience, \7aat- 
_ ever is ſaid again {t them; yea ſome nore unil:ety 
ro be wrought upon, more dented and Brun 


ſtronger arguments, have af: erwards  yieldes and 
been overcome, and fallen dowa before the for: 
which hath accompanied weaxer argumeats ; 
which difference in the operation of the Word, 
doth plainly ſhew , that this work of Grace 1s 
not from the Word , however preached 2nd 
prefled, bur from .the power of Gods Spirt, 
All this which hath been faid, as to the Ne- 
C gatiVe, 
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gative, doth make way and prove alſo the 
Poiitive. 

2. Poſitively God alone is the Author of | the 
good work of Grace; It is God that doth begin 
the work, and that doth perform it; In this work 
we are born again, as 7oh. 3. 3. and we are ſaid to 
be both begotten of God, 7am. 1. 18. Of his own 
will begat he us by the wora of truth ; and to be born, 
of God, 7cb. 1. 13. Which are born, not of blood," 
nor of the will of fieſh, nor of the will of man, but of 
God; 1 Joh. 4.7. Whoſoever loveth, 15 born of God. 
We can no more beget our ſelves anew, than we 
could beget our ſelves at firſt; it is a ſupernatural 
work, and therefore can be effected by none but 
God who 1s Almighty ; who by an immediate and 
real influence upon the ſoul, doth effect a Phyſical 
change, whereby all the taculties are changed, not 
in regard of their efſence, but in regard of their 
qualifications. In this work Lions are turned into 
Lambs, Woivcs ago Sheep, Stones into Fleſh, 
yea into Children of 4braham; 1 mean, the fierce 
and ravenous diſpoiition, 15 changed into a milde 
and gentle temper ; the itony obdurateneſs is re- 
moved, and the heart as hard as the Flint before, 
!s made ſoft and plyable unto the Will and Law of 
God : And who can do this but the God of Nature. 
who firſt formed the Spirit within a man, and *\ 
who alone can new form and new molde it after 
his own Image? This good work is called a-hew 
Creation, Eph. 2. 10. We are his workmanſhip, 
created in 7eſus Chriſt nmmro good works; Eph. 4. 24. « 
Pet on the new man, which after God 1s created 1n 
rsrhreonſucſs and true bolineſs : And therefore ſuch 
35 have this work in them, are called new Crea- 

TUrCcs. 
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tures, 2 Cor. 5:17. If any man be in Chriſt, he ts « 
new creature ; old things are paſſed away, behold all 
things are become new : and thence it followeth in 
the next verſe, AM rhings are of God, all theſe new 
—_ arehiz more immediate w ork : it was God 
ic that created all things at firſt, 2nd it is God 
Ss that can create all things anew. This work 
of Grace 1s called a Reſurrection, hereby ſinners 
are quickned out of their Spiritual death, Eph. 2.1, 
It is God that 21reth Natural life, and he alone Can 
eive Spiritual life : ; he did raiſe - p Chritt from the 
cad 0 wine third Gay, and he will raife up a!l that 
are dead at the laſt day, and he only can raiſe up 
the fon} when dead in ſin, and Quicken it by his 
Spirit, which requireth the ſame Power as was put 
forth in Chrifts Reſurrec Tron, as appears Epb, I. 
19, 20. comyered with Eph. 2. 5. God indeed 
maketh uſe of the Word, in the quickring and 
changing of the ſoul ; but the Word doth eftect 
this work only inftrumentally, Goa doth work 
it cfcientiy ; as there went forth 2 power with 
Chriits Word, wnen he ng and raifed Lazara: 
from the dead, Joh. 11. 42, 43. ſo the power of 
- Gods Spirit, doth o9 forth with the Word of his 
Grace, -to Qu! icken dead fo Ko and efect a gracious 
change within them. 


SECik. T9, 


£, Hy the Lord doth begin this good work 
| of Grace in any of the Children of 
2 mea: 


20 Tie Good Work. begun. 
men: The reaſon as to the motive, is only Gods 
free Grace and Love ; The reaſon as to the de- 
ſign and end, 1s partly that God might be glori- 
fied by them upon Earth, partly that they might 
be prepared for Glory 'with him for ever in 
Heaven. 

x. The motive which mduceth- God to begin 
this good work 1n any of the Children of men, is 
only "his free Grace and Love; It 1s a gracious 
work of God, not only in regard of the Grace 
which it doth effect , but alſo in regard of the Grace 
from whence it doth procced : It is according to 
the good pleaſure of Gods will, that God doth 
chooſe us, Eph. I. 5. and it is according to the 
o00d pleaſure of his will, that he doth change us, 
Jaw. 1.18. Natural Agents in producing effects, 
act ne-cfiarily; God 1s a vomenary Agcnt,. and in 
this work doth act freely, Eph. 2. 4,5. God who is 
rich in mercy, for bus great love wherewath he hath 
loved us., even when we were dead m ſins, hath 
auickned #5 together with Chris; Rom. 9.1 5. For 
be ſaith xxto loſes, I will have mercy on whom I will 
have mercy, aid compaſſion on whom 1 will bave com- 
paſſion. if God hide the myſteries of Salvation 


trom the wiſe and prudent, ſuffering them to re- 


main 1n a dark and unconverted Ettate, and re- 
vealeth theſe myiterics unto Babes ; If he doth 
chooſe and call the fooliſh , mean, and moſt de- 
ſpiſed perfons, and put his 1 image and likeneſs upon 
them, we mulſt needs ſay, that nothing but free 
Grace could move him hereunto , and with our 
Saviour acknowledge, Even ſo Father , for ſo it 
feemed good in thy ſroht, Mat, 11. 26. And not only 
when the mott unlikely perſons, the ignorant or 
notg- 
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notoriouſly wicked are graciouſly changed, mult 
we cry out Grace, Grace unto it : but alſo who- 
ever they be, however morally qualified before 
converſion, there is not the leaſt merit in ſuch of 
this work, nothing to move or incline God unto it, 
no previous difpolition .in the nature of any unto 
this gracious change ; and therefore it is onely of 
free grace, that ſuch who have eſcaped the more 
groſs pellutions which are in this world through 
luſt, are wathed by the Spirit in the Laver of regc- 
neration from the inward pollutions of their hearts 
from which none are free. Sce Tet. 3.4, 5. Brt af- 
ter that the kindneſs and love of God our Saviour toward 
man appeared. Not by works of raghteorſnefſe, which 
we have done, but according to bis mercy he ſaved 1s, 
by the waſhing of revener ation, and renewing of the: ho- 


O 


ly Ghoſt, Ant 2 Tim. 1. 9. Who bath ſaved us, and 


' Called ks with an holy calling, not accordino to our 


works, but accoraing to his own pxrpoſe and Trace. 

2, Thedeiign and end why God doth begin the 
good work of Grace in any of the children of 
men, 1s, 

I, That hereby they m:git be fitted for his ſer- 
Vice, and gloritie his name upon the earth, All 


'gracelcſs perſons are not onely children of wrath, 


but ehildrea of difobedience ; they are children of 
dartneſs and of the Devil, yea, they are his ſer- 
vants, they ſerve the Devil-and divers lufts, and 
their whole life is a continual oftence and provoca- 
tion of God, a continued courſe of rebellion againſt 
him and his laws ; the Lord doth therefore bring 
ſome of the children of men out of a ſtate of nature 
into a ſtate of grace, thar he might have ſome ſer- 
yants in the world, ſome to bear his name aug ſtand 
= | —_ up 
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up for hi; honour and intereſt,and oppoſe the lins of 
the times and places whercin they live ; that he | 
might have ſome ſervice from them, Heb. 12. 28. | 
Let us have Grace that we may ſerve God acceptably 
without a work of Grace upon the heart, and a {| 
ſanCtificd principle within, no ſervices are accepta- *' 
ble unto God ; for they that are im the fleſh canaot | 
pleaſe God, Rom. 8.8, 
2. That hereby they might be fitted for glory 
with God for ever in Heaven; God goth give _ | 
Grace here, to prepare for glory hereafter; onely 
the pur? in heatt are fit and have the promiſe ol tee- 
ing God, Za. 5. $S. without a new heart and lite, 
there will beno aumithon into the now Zeraſalem, 
Rev, 21.27. God is glvrious in hoiinets, clothed 
with majcfty , all brightneſs, pertect purity, tie 
high and holy one of 7/-ac/ who innabiteth etcr- 
nity, Without the leaſt ſpoi, ana with waom dwel- 
Etn no1niquity; the Heavens are not pure in his 
kght, and he hath charged his Angels with folly ;« 
the pure Seraphims proclaim his holineſs, and vail 
tlicir faces before the ſplendor thereof: And this | 
God wiois ſoinamtely pure and holy himſelf, doth 
inbaitely hate and d-teit fin; there is an infinite 
contrariety berween the holy nature. oi God, and 
the unioty nature of man, aad therefore they can- 
not live together with eternal delight in heaven, 
unleſs the nature of man be changed by the renew. Of 
213 Grace of God; God will not permit unſan- .' 
cited perſons to approach ſo near to his glorious 
preſence, he will not receive {uch defiled creatures 
1770 thc acareſt and cloſeit embracements of his 
.ifinite and eternal love; and whilſt they are un- 
enewe2, Heaven ( which is a place of holineſs, _ 
whois | 
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whoſe company and employments are. all; holy) 
would be ſo unſuitable unto their natures, that they 
could not find ſweetneſs and delight there, becauſe 
none can delight in any thing except it have a 
ſuitablencſs unto their- nature; therefore the Lord 
doth_change the nature of ſuch here in a-work 
of Grace, whom he intendeth for eternal glory in 
the other world. 


. 
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4 -. Appiication followeth, 


w/e i | Ry your ſelves waetner this good work 

4 ot Grace be begun in you ; you have 
ſeen many works of men before you; fee whe- 
ther this work of God be wrought 1a you z. you 
have read of the work of Grace, and you have 
heard of the work of Grace, and you have ſeen 
the effects. of the work of Grace,in others ; ſearch 
whether.you can find the marks of this work in 


. Your ſelves. 


I. If the good work be begun in you, God hath 


wrought you to a ſenſe of your loſt eſtate, whilft 
in a {tate of Nature ; God hath opened your eyes 
to perceive your guilt of tin, and hath ſtopped your 
mouths as to any plea or excuſe, and he hath a- 
wakened your- conſcience to a ſenſe of your dan- 
ger, and that of everlaſting ruine, whilſt under the 
guilt of any unpardoned fin. The Law hath told 
You, tat the ſeul that franeth ſhall die, £&8 18.4. 
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Conſcience hath told you that you have ſinned, and 
the Spirit hath made the concluſion , that therefore 
you ſhall die. The Law hath told you, Curſed i 
every one that continuerh not in all things which are 
written it: the boRof the Law to do them, Gal. 3. 10. 
Conſcience hath toid you, that you have ncither 
continued nor done thoſe things which are written 
in the Law, but have broken it in ſnch a point by 
profaneſs, in ſuch a point by uncleanneſs, in ſuch a 
point by arunkennels, and in ſuch a point by un- 
righteouſneſs, and in eve; ;4 point by ſome way or 
other diſobedience ;, and rhe Spirit then hath made 
the application, that therefore you are curſed, The 
Goſpel hath ond YOU, 7h. except 3c repent, ye ſhalt 
periſh, Luke 13. . Co n{Cience hath toid you, that 
70u have not ed, and the Spirit hath thence 
inferred, that you ſhall periſh. The Goſpel hath 
told you, That he that belicteth not is condemned al- 
ready, and the wrath of God abideth on him, John 3. 
18, 36. Conſcience hath told you,that you have not 
believed, and the Spirit hath? applied it, therefore 
you are- condemned, and the wrath of God abideth 
upon you. Tne Goſpel bath told you, That Chrift 
will come in fl: ing fire tot: ie venrearce on them that 
obey not his &spcl, and that he will puniſh them with 
everlaſting deStrattion. 2 Thel. 1. 8 ,9. Conſcience 
hath told you, that you have not obeyed the Gol- 
pel, znd God by his Spirit hath drawn the concluſi- 
; Therefore Chriſt will come in flaming fire to 
wh Vengeance upon You, and everlaſtlingly to de- 
ge you in He!! for your 6ifobedience. Thus when 
1c Lord doth begin the good work, he doth con- 
vince the {inner of his fin, and his liableneſs to the 
firoxc of 15 vengeance, and works him to « ſenſe 


of 
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of his 1oſt eſtate, ſo that he cryes out, O wretch- 
ed man thatTIam ! I have fnned, and woe be to 
me, I muſtdie, and that eternally ! I muſt periſh, , 
and that everlaſtingly ! the courſe which I take will 
cre long bring me to Hell; I have been treaſuring 
up ſin, and God hath been treaſuring up wrath for 
me; [I have been purſuing of iniquity, and God is 
purſuing me with his vengeance; I have been ta- 
king pleaſure in fin, I have been merry, and frolick, 
and ſecure, and have put the evil day far from me; 
but pain and horrour doth abide for me, and the 
evil day is drawing near to me, it haſtneth greatly; 
the day of wrath and vengeance, the day of ac- 
counts,when I muſt be juaged, and condemned,and 
puniſhed in flames of everlaſting fire for my {ins ; 
and who can ſtand in that day ? who can endure 
Gods fierce anger? who can dwell with devour- 


- ing fire? now woe be to me that ever I was born ! 


Have you had ſuch a ſenſe as this of your loſt e- 
ſtate.wrought in you by God ? 

\ 2. If the good work of grace be begun in you, 
God-hath wrought you to an carneſt enquiry what 
to do to get out of this eſtate ; Thus the Jews who 
had embrewed their. hands in the blood of Chriſt, 


afterwards they are pricked in their bearts, and cry 


out, men and brethren what ſhall we do ? ACt. 2. 37. 
Thus the .Jaylor after he had ſcourged the Apoltles, 
and thruſt their perſons into the inner priſon, and 
their feet into the ſtocks, he is by the earth-quake 
ſtruck with a trembling, and crys out, Ssrs what 
muſt I do to be ſaved ? Act. 16. 30. when God giveth 
a ſenſe of their loſt eſtate unto ſinners, in order to a 
gracious change, he doth not ſuffer them to abide 
them, but he ſtirreth them vp to ſeek after a _ 

| Yy 


26 The Good Work began. \ 
dy,and 2 way for recovery out of thateſtate.and'far; 
the preventibn of 'their future miſery ;' ſome indeed 
loſe their-convictions,; and cait oft . their. troubles, 
and' cicher ſhut their:ears againſt: the clamours of: 
their accaling Confaance, or ſome: way or other, 
ſtop the mouth of Conſcience that they may nob 
be moleited by it ; but God wyl» not -pernut this 
to be in thoſe whom he will bring home-\efectually 
to himſelt ; he followeth them with:a light in one 
hand; toſhew them. their ſins, andiwith..a ſwordb in 
the other, to take vengednce upon them. he meets 
them as the Angel. did Balaam, , wherefoever they: 
turn, 'and lets them know, if they. will venture th 
go on in that way they thall be ſlain 5 and then they 
begin to-bethink tnemſelves,and to make enquiry of 
others,how they may do to cſcape; andiif they could 
find help in any creaturc, they would go-no further; 
if they could find anyrighteouſnefs of their own ta 
preſent God withall, they would take.up with chat; 
but God convinceth tnem, that they can bring no 
thing to him which . can find.any [acceptance with 
him; and this puts them to a great loſs, eſpeciaJly 
ſuch as are unacquainted' with the Goſpel, anil- the 
way of faleation by Jeſus Chrift;but withal they ard 

the more effectually prepared tar. a ready cloſure 

withJeſus Chriſt, when he is made known and freely 
tendered unto:them. Have you ever hbadiſuch .follt- 
citouſneſs and made ſuch earneſt enquiries after the 
way of getting out of: your lolt eſtate ?:.;! 
3. If Go: have begun the good work m you, 
he hath wrought you\unto a grief and hatred of 
ſin; and mm working of this, God doth diſcover 
not only the miſchief and miſery which fin will 
bring upon tne {inner, byuj alſo his love and tender 
mercy 
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mercy in his Son, and readineſs to forgive and ſave ; 
and this doth moſt kindly melt and mollifie the 
heart, when the ſinner perceiveth that the offended 
God is ready to be reconciled, and hath been at 
great coſt, even the expence of his Sons blood, to/ 
make proviſion tor his Salvation ; hereby - he is 
wrought unto the moſt bitter grief for ſin, and to 
the oreateſt loathing and deteſtation of ſin, beyond 
all other things in the world : Now he a yes out 
more of his lin, than his puniſhment; and he did 
not before entertain ſin with more readineſs, than 
now he doth reject it with abhorrency; and he deſi- 
reth not more to be ſaved from Hell, than to be 
ſaved from fin, 

4. If God have begun the good work in you, 
he hath wrought you unto hungering defires after 
Jeſus Chriſt; when ſin becomes moſt odious to the 


| tinner, then Chriſt becomes moſt precious ; when 


fin is bitter, then Chriſt is ſweet; when fin is bur- 
denſome, and the burden intollerable, then Chriſt 
is defirable, who alone can remove this burden: 
It is the ſenſe of ſickneſs, which puts the diſeaſed 
perſon upon ſending for the Phylictan ; and the 
ſenſe of the ſickneſs of fin, doth draw forth defies 


* ' after Chrift, the great Soul-Phyſician ; then none 


but Chriſt, none but Chriſt is the breath of the de- 
fire; O that Chriſt would come unto me!” O that 
Chriſt would undertake for me ! O that 1 could 
have a ſight ofhim ! O thatI could meet with him! 
O that I had an interelt in htm ! Lord give me an 
intereſt in thy Son ! thou haſt given him for finners, 
I am a finner, give him unto me ! None have more 
need of him, O do not deny him! deny me any 
thing, but deny me not Chriſt ! give me Chriſt and 
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I have enough ! give me Chriſt and I have all ! give 
me Chriſt, or elſe I dye, I periſh eternally ! Have 
you had ſuch breathings of delire after Jeſus Chriſt, 
and that to ſanCtifie you, as well as to ſave you ? 
to heal you, as well as to reconcile you ? then be 
ſure the work is begun. 

5. If God hath begun the good work in you, 
he hath wrought Faith in you to lay hold on Chritt ; 
God holdeth forth his bleeding Son, to the broken 
and blceding-hearted finner, and by his Spirit he 
draweth him unto him, aud by his Almighty 

ower, againit the oppoſition of Sathan and the 

leſh, enableth him, quitting all other holds, to lay 
hold on Chriſt; he 1is taken off his own bottom, 
and builds all his hopes upon this rock ; he re- 
nounceth his own righteouſneſs, and accepts of the 
perfect righteouſnels which it: Chriſt is provided 
for him, and tendered to him; and hereby alone 
he looketh for remiſſion of fin, and acceptation 
with the Father ; and if he cannot preſently arrive 
unto a confidence of his Salvation, yet he ventures 
himſelf upon Cariſt, and reſolveth if he perith, he 
will periſh endeavouring at leaſt to truſt m him. 
Can you experience fuch a work of Faith as 
this 15? 

6. If God hath begun the good work in you, 
then he hath wrought your hearts unto the love of 
himſelf ; when the finner hath attained union unto 
Chriſt by Faith, this Faith doth put forth it ſelf in 
the acts of moſt ſincere and ſupreme love and 
aftection unto God : Now God is made choice of 
as the chief good, and the higheſt room in the 
heart is given unto him; the belicver hath love for 
other things, but God is loved in all, God is loved 
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above all; he loveth him for his Son, and he lo- 
veth him for himſelf; he loverh him for his love- 
lineſs, and he loveth him for his love ; he loveth 
alſo his Image wherever he ſceth it; he loveth not 
only his goodneſs and mercy, but alſo his holineſs 
and purity ; and not only that which is in his per- 
ſou, but alto that waich is written in his Law, 
and that which 1s engraven, though more imper- 


' fectly, upon his Children. Have you ſuch a love 


to God | 

>, It God hath begun to good work in you, the 
he hath wrought your heart unto a contempt of the 
world ; The world appeareth to the beleiver, to be 
a windy vanity in ſepecration from God, and a 
vain cmpty nothing m compariſon with God ; all 
carthly things in themſelves are to him like a tea- 
ther without weight, like a ſhacow without ſub- 


ſtance, like a breaſt without miik, like a cloud 


without rain, lize a vapour which appears for a 
little while, and ſoon vaniſheth away, and there- 
fore he will not ſet his eyes and heart upon ſuch 
things which are not what they ſeem to be, and 
are taking the wing ſo ſoon to be gon, and ceaſe to 
be what they are; his eyes are upon a better and 


' more enduting ſubſtance in compariſon with which 


he eſteemeth the world as a toy, [s the worl4 thus 
brought down in your eſteem. 

8. And laſtly, If God have begun the good 
work in you, then he hath wrought you unto 
a ſelf-refignation , and ſeli-dedication unto him z 
Believers look upon themſelves as no longer their 
own, having made over themſelves unto God, and 
devoted themſelves unto his ſervice; other Lords 
have had dominiqn over them, fin hath reigned, and 

the 
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the Devil hath tyrannized; but now they arc made 
free from 1m, and delivered from the power of Sa- 
tan, and have yielded up themſclves unto God, to 


: 
| 


give ready obcaience unto whatſoever he revea- | 


leth to be his will and command- Examine your 
ſelves in theſe particulars, and you may know by 


; 
Y 


this way of Gods working, whether the good work | 


be begun 1n you. 
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Uſe 2. Ther Uſes might be made of this point, 

but I ſhall add but this one, which 1s, 
a Uſe of Exhortation unto all that are without this 
good work, eſpecially to you that arc young, that 
now im the beginning of your life you would endea- 
vour that this good work of Grace may be begun 
inyou: Tamglad to ſee ſo many of your faces to- 
gcther here on Earth, I ſhould rejoyce mere to ſec 
all your faces in Heaven ; Iam glad to ſee you to- 
gether in this houſe, I ſhould more rejoyce to ſee 
you all in Gods family : God hath bleſſed my Vi- 
niſtry in the converſicn of ſome amongſt you, and 
tr" good work of Grace hath been begun in you by 
a 110, unworthy and moſt unlikely inſtrument ; O 
that my Minittry might be turther bleſſed in the 
converſion of the reſt that are unconverted ! O that 
I might be an inftrument to begin the good work of 
Grace in the heart of every graceleſs young man, 
and graceleſs young woman in this place! God by 


his providence hath brought you to hear, O that 2 
15 
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| 


| 
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might .be thrown..into your: hearts; O 
won'd ſpeak toyou! that whi't bis Miniſter is 


vil and theis own ng 
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hisſpirit he would work and: perſwade you to re- 
pent and belicve! you are-now , under the dews 
of Gods word,! O:thatyou might be under the in- 
Auences of his Grice ! that. whilſt the feed of the 


word is ſowing in-your ears, that the ſced of Grace 
that-God 


ſpeaking to you avGiuly, t that God would ſpeak to 
you feclingly, and ſay, here's Grace for you young 


man,and bere's Grace for you young woman; here's 


Repentance for thee linner,and here's Faith for thee 
unbeliever ; here's Lightand Eyes for thee that art 
Blind, here's Lite and quickning tor thee that art 
Dead; Dead'in Sins and Treſpaſies. O that you 
might hear Gods thundering voice, to awaken you 
that are aſleep in {in, and thenhis {till and tweeter 
voice to allure you to his Son. Some of you though 
you are but young men and women, yet ye are vid 
Sinners; vou have ſtrong bodics, but you have 
ſtronger luſts; ſome of you are nor only Apprentices 
unto men, but vou arc Apprentices unto the Devil, 

and have been bound ro him ever fince von were 


born; you have -=_ ec i fo m2 of you twice, t thrice ſe- 


one here have ſerved the De- 
{even times {oven years; and 
1S it not time to be made fr ces Cain 28 be well plea- 
ſed with this Service wkich.is ſo baſe awvadlalage? 
can you like the Dev i tor your Maſter? can you 
love thoſe bonus which enſlave your ſouls, your 
moſt noble and excellent part, and by vhici tne 


ven years.tt 18 well 1 


'Devilis leading you unto Hel: ? The Devil, ruteth 


over, and worketh in all you taat are children. of 
diſobeditnce : ; and is it not betrer to have Cart 
rule over, and God by his ſpirit to work in ou, 
vi Baronl 


glory. 
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when Chriſts ſervice is perfect freedom ; and 
Gods work is the good work of Grace? Who 
knows but this may be the time and place wherein 
ſome captive ſouls may be made free, and reſcued 
by Chriſt out of the ſnares of Satan? and sf the Son 
make you free, you ſhall be free indeed, Joh. 8.36. Who 
knows but whilſt I am ſpeaking to you, God may 
be working in you, and if God will work, who can 
let 2 Satan ſhall not let, Sin ſhall not let, the World 
ſhall not let. God may now create the fruit of the 
lips Grace, Grace : God can make the ſtouteſt Sin- 
ner to tremble, and the proudcſt Sinner to ſtoop; 
he can break the hardeſt Rock, and bow the iron 
Sinew ;' he can melt and ſoften the moſt obdurate 
heart; O that he would put forth his almighty 
arm, and lay hold upon your hearts, and overtur- 
ning the ſtrong holds of his enemies within you, 
that he would bring you into captivity and obedi- 
ence to his Son ! Young ones, look up to God for a 
gracious change now : ſome of you are deſirous 
to change your condition, look up to God to change 
your natures : ſome of you are looking out for new 
houſes, O that you would look up to God for new 
hearts! there are many that ſay, who will ſhew us 
any good? do you ſay, Lord thou haſt ſhewn us 
what is good, do thou work in us this good, this 
good work of Grace. 

I. Conſider the neceſlity of it. 

1. Without this good work of Grace, you have 
no good in you, darkneſs you have inſtead of light, 
deformity inſtead of beauty, filthineſs inſtead of 
purity, love of the world inſtead of love. to God, 
the fire of [uſt inſtead of the fire of zeal for Gods 


2. With- 
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| hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, neither hath entred into 
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| 2. Without this good work of Grace, no good 
' can be done by you ; you can do nothing but fin, 
| without a ſanCtified principle of Grace ; without 
life there can be no vital operations, and without 
| Grace there can be no gracious actions ; if there 
beno good in the root, there can be no good in the 
fruit ; and if there be no good in the heart; there 
' cant be no good in the hte; they that are in the 


[\Aeſk, cannot pleaſe God, Row.8. 8. 


3. Without this good work of Grace, ho good 
| doth belong unto you ; there are many high and 
; excellent privileages, many ſweet and precious 
' promiſes belong uato the gracious, eleCtion, adop- 
, tion, remiſſion, talvation, audience of Prayer; and 
' all things ſhall work, together for the good of thoſe that 
love God, and are called according to hus purpoſe, 
Rom. 8. 28. But it you are without the good work 
bf Grace, you cannot lay claim to any Goſpel-pri- 
viledpge, to any Goſpel-promiſe ; inſtead of being 
the Children of God, you are the Children of the 
| Devil ; inſtead of the pardon of fin, your guilt 


 #—_. —_ 
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' doth ſtill remain; inſtead of audience of Prayer, 
your Prayers are an abomination ; inſtead of all 


' things working together for your good, all things 
/-tyork together for your hurt. 
4. Without this good wors of Grace, there 


is no good laid up for you; God hath laid out 
' much for his pcople, but he hath laid up more, 
' Pſal. 31.19. O how preat us thy goodneſs, which thou 
haſt laid up for them that fear thee © 1 Cor. 2. 9. Eye 


the heart of man, the things which Ged hath prepared 


| for them that leve him. God hath ſer forth theſe 


things by treaſures, joyes, crowns, an exceeding 
D and, 
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and eternal weight of glory ; yet when all is ſaid, 
theſe things do exceed all compariſon, and all 
comprehcnfion : But without the good work, none 
of theſc :tings are prepared and laid up for you; 
treaſures indeed are laid up for you, but they are 
treaſures of wrath ; a portion is prepared, but fire 
and brimſtone, and a horrible tempeſt will be this 
portion ; there will be no admiſhon for you into 
Heaven without Grace, and then I nced not tei! 
you, that you muſt take up your lodging for ever 
2mongſt Devils, in the unquenchable flames of 
Hell. 

2, Conſider the excellency of this work; It 15 
an excellent work, which requires ſo excellent a 
worker to effect it, and that 1s God, who work- 
eth it by the immediate influenee of his Spirit ; 
It is an excellent work, which doth ſo enoble the 
Spirit of man, which doth ſo beautifie the Soul, 
which is the renewing of Gods loſt Image, which 
is the engraving of Gods Spirit ; It is an excellent 
work, which doth furniſh the heart, and make it 
fit to be an habitation for God by his Spirit, 
which brings the Creature into fellowſhip with 
the Father and the Son; It is an excellent work, 
which is Heaven begun, Glory in the bud, Happi. 
neſs in the firſt-fruit, the Inheritance in the earneſt- 


peny ; and which doth qualifie for, as well as is the * 


beginning of eternal liſe. 


3. Conſider that this good work of Grace is at- | 
tainable, and that by you , whoſoever you be, 


though never ſo mean in parts, though ignorant 


and unlearned; in condition, though poor, and | 
you have no land or money ; though never ſo vile 


and great ſinners, though you have no righteouſ- 


neſs. 
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neſs or me rit, except it be of death and hell, yet 
ſince Grace is free, and God giveth it freely, with- 
out reſpect of perſons, or any thing in perſons; 
any of you are capable of it, and it is attainable 
by you. 

4. Conlider, it is the moſt, ſeaſonable time for 
you to get Grace whilſt you are young, now God 
is moſt ready to give it; you will be moſt ready 


' to receive it, before your coaſcicnce is grown more 


- 


ſeared, your hearts more h?tdned, your luſts mere 
ſtrengtined, betore you aie more entangled in the 
world, more deniled with tin, more captivated. 
by the Devil; few that refuſe the profers of grace 
when they arc young, do accept -of it when they 
are old. Now is the accepted time, the day of 


' Lite may be at an cnd, or tae day of Grace may 


be at an end before you are aware. Delay no long- 
er ; Hearken to the preſent Call; Take a view of 
your fins in the Glaſs which God holds forth unto 
you ; Look upwards to the frowns of God upon 
you; look inwards to the wounds of conſcience 
within you ; look forward to Death and Judgc- 
ment, which are ha'tning towards you ; and look 
downward to the Puniſhment of Hell, which is 
preparing for yon, except you repent and turn to 
the Lord. Labour for a ſence of your danger, and 
a feeling of fin's power, and a loathing of ſin's de- 


.filement; And then look to Chriſt, who alone can 


' ſave you from miſery, and fave you from your int- 


quity, and lay hold on him; 1n your endeavour 


God may work and help you to repent and be- 
- lieve; and if once this good work were begun in 
| you, you would not be without it for ten thouſand 


worlds; be ſure then you ſhould not periſh, nor 
V3 ra 
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miſs of everlaſting happineſs, becauſe he thar- 
hath begun the Good Work will perform it, till 


the day of Chriſt, which leads to the ſecond Do- 
Etrine. 


SECT. VIE 


The Good Work Performed. 


Doct. 2, That the Good Work, which God doth begin 
In the day of Grase, he will perform untill the day 
of Chr iſt . 


N handling oi this point, I ſhall ſpeak, 1. Con- 
g. ccrning the day of Grace, wherein God doth 
begin the Good Work. 2- Concerning Gods 
performing this Good Work which he doth 
begin. 3. Concerning the day of Chriſt ; un- 
till which God will perform the Good Work. 
4. Prove that God will perform the Good Work 


untill the day of Chriſt. 5- Anſwer ſome Objecti-' 


ons. 6. Make ſome Application. 


1, Concerning the day of Grace, wherein God 


doth begin the Good Work. By the day of Grace 
we are'to underitand any time in this life wherein 
the Lord doth make proffers of Grace, wherein he 
doth call ſinners to repentance, and invite them 
unto his Son, that they might attain remiſſion and 
falvation by him : I fay this day of Grace is any 
zine of this life, and this Life only ; for here is no 
| day 


| The Good Work. Ton 37 
hat- day of Grace in the other life; thereisa day of 


a © | glory tor th2 gracious, but no day of grace for fin 
_— there is a day of wrath for ſinners, but no 
day of grace; the day of grace for ſinners is only 
in this Life , whilſt they have the means of grace; 
which 1s called the accepted time, and tne day of. 
ſalvation, 2 Cor. 6. 2. In this day of grace the 
e Lord do:h begin the Good Work in all thoſe that 
' belong unto the Election-of Grace; he doth not 
only proffer Grace, but beſtow it ; in their hear- 
ing the V/ord of Grace, they attain the Good 
Work of Grace ; W bile God calleth them extec. 
| | nally | oy tae preaching of tae Word, he calleth 
7 | them cftectually, and worketh a gracious change 
#Y | inthem by the operations of his Spirit, and ſo tie 
Good Work is begun ; of which ] have ſpoken ar 

 Jarge under tne frſt Doctrine. 
> Concerning Gods Performing the Good 
F | Work which he hath begun ; the ord in the 
. \ | Origiaal 15 6&74247@, which fignifcth to finiſh, to 
we | bring to perfection ; it includeth Gods carrying on 
mw the good Work of Grace, fo as that it ſhall never 
27 Quite fail, nor thoſe taat have #t cotally fall from 

= 

U-' 0 3. Concerning the Day of Chriſt, untill which 
| God will perform the good Work of Grace which 
_ ; he hath begun. The Day of Chrift ſometimes in 


- Scripture is taken for the day of his bodily pretence 


—_— with his Diſciples here on Earth, which is paſt - 

he and though he foretelleth his Diſciples that they 
IL * ſhould after his departure deſire on? of thoſe dayes 
nd of his bodily preſence with them, to comfort then 
ny ache their afflictions, which for his ſake they 


m ſhould endure, yet that no ſuch day ſhould bz 
o | D 3 iecr. 
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ſeen by them, Luk. 17. 22. And be ſaid unto his | 


Diſciples, the dayes will come, when ye ſhall deſire to ] 


ſee one of the dayes of the Son of man, and ye ſhall not | 
ſee it, But the day of Chriſt here ſpoken of, is the ; 
day which is to come, not that which is paſt; it is 
the day of the ſecond appearance of Chriſt, in his 
glory, not the day of his firſt appearance ina ſtate 
of humiliation : It is the lait day, when the Lord 
Jeſus will come down from Heaven to judge the 
whole world; God will perform the good Work 
of Grace which he hath begun 1n the gracious, un- 
till this day of Chriſts appearance ; not as if then 
their grace ſhoul1 fail, but then it ſhall arrive unto 
its full perfection, and lodge them ſafely in the 
arms of their Saviour, and in the eternal embrace- 
ments of his Love. It 15 through Gods perfor- 
mance of this Good Work, begun in his people, 
that they will be blameleſs in the Day of Chriſt, ' 
and that they will be qualified for a reception into 

habitations of everlaſting bleſſedneſs, 1 Cor. 1. 8. 

Who ſhall confirm you unto the ena, that ye may be 

blameleſs in the day ef our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 1 Thel. 

$- 23. And the very God of peace ſanttifie you whally, 
and I pray God jour whole ſpirit, and ſoul, and body, 
be preſerved blamelefs unto the coming of our Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt. | | 
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4. — fonrth particular, and the chicf, which 
| 4 I fhall ſpeakunto, is to prove that God 
wall 
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will perform the Good Work which he hath be. 
gun, untill the Day of Chriſt ; that he will never 
ſuffer Grace begun, to fail till it arrive unto perfeCti- 
on ; Thar truly gracious perſons ſhall perſevere 
unto the end , and never finally nor totally fall 
away. 

Before I come to the proof of the point, I ſhall 
premiſe a few things for the better underſtanding 
thereof. 

1. Concerning the Good Work which God 
will perform, and not ſuffer quite to fail, I am 
ſpeaking of the Work it ſelf, of Grace, not of the 
preparatives to it, ſuch as conviciion, contrition, 
ſome kind of trouble for fin, and the like, which 
many may-have, and totally loſe them, ſo as never 
to regain them any more, 2. I am ſpeaking of the 
good work of grace in the truth of it, not of the 
counterfeit work, which too many hypocrites have 
and may totally tail from. 3. 1 am ſpeaking of 
the ſpecial work of Grace, not of the common 
gifts and illuminations ,, and ſpiritual taſts which 
may be given by the Spirit unto ſome who are un- 
ſound., from which they may totally Apoſtatize 
into the unpardonable {in againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 
ſo as never tv be renewed again unto repen- 
tance. 

2. Concerning Gods performing of the good 
work : 1, I dont ſay, that the gracious themſelves 
can perform it, but that if they ſhould beleft to 
themſelves, they would fall away both totally and 
finally : But God hath undertaken to perform it, 
and to helpthem from falling away, and he will 
doit. 2- 1 dont fay, that God wall perform this 
: D 4 £004 


" a ——_x - 
- _ 


' The Good Work, performed. 


good work in any, in their neglect of the means 
for their eſtabliſhment and perſeverance, and in 
any licentious courſe which they may take but 
he will perform it in their diligent uſe of the means 
by him appointed, and their refraining ſin, which 
if [they ſhould indulge themſelves in, they 
would be cut off from his favour, and bring un- 
avoidable and eternal death upon themſelves, 
Row. 8. 13. If ye live after the fleſh, ye ſhall dye ; 
it is ſpoken by the Apoſtle unto the believing 
Fs. 

. Concerning the failing of the good work : 

I dont ſay, but the work of Grace begun, may 
Fai in regard o&the vigorous exerciſe of it; ſuch 
_ may at ſome times be ſuſpended : Neither 

. That the habits of Grace may not fail, in regard 
of ſome degrees of ſtrength ; gracious perſons may 
be under declinings and decays of Grace, ( of 
which more when I come to the Caution ) but the 
habits of Grace ſhall never wholly fail ; the life 
Eoth remain in the root, when the fruit falleth off, 
and few leaves do remain. Having premiſed theſe 
things, I come now to the proof, that God will 
perform the good work of Grace which he hath 
begun, or that true Grace ſhall never quite fail, 
nor true Saints ever totally fall from Grace : And 
this will appear, 1. From Gods Election and 
Calling of them; 2. Frem Gods Covenant and 
Promuſe to them. 

7. It appeareth from Goas Election and Calling 
of ſuch as are gracious, that he will perform the 
good work which he hath begun in them, ſo that 
macy ſhall never totally fall, God hath elected and 
choſen 


| 
| 
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choſen all ſuch as are gracious, before the founda- 
tion of the world, unto eternal Salvation, by an ab- 
ſolute infallible immutable decree; he hath choſen 
them to Grace here, and Glory hereafter ; and by 
Grace to fit them for Glory, by Holineſs in this 
world, to fit them for Happineſs in the other world; 
and therefore they ſhall never totally and finally 


* fall from Grace, which is abſolutely neceſſary to 


— 
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- | bring them unto Glory. 


The perſeverance of Saints, or the gracious, may 
be thus proved from Election : 1. If there be an 
cternal abſolute and immutable decree of Election, 
whereby a particular number of men and women 
are choſen unto Salvation; 2. If all thoſe that are 
particularly elected, ſhall infallibly and moſt cer- 
cainly attain that Salvation which they are choſen 
unto ; 3. If none can attain Salvation without 
Grace, and perſeverance in Grace, but are brought 
unto it thereby; 4. If all the Saints, or ſuch who 
have the work of Grace begun in them, are elected, 
or in the number of thoſe that are choſen to Salva- 
tion, and by conſequence ſhall certainly attain Sal- 
vation, and that by perſeverance in Grace; then it 
muſt needs follow undeniably, that the Saints or 


; gracious perſons ſhall certainly perſevere, and never 


totally fall from Grace ; but theſe things are ſo, as 
I ſhall ſhew in each particular, and therefore the 
conſequence certain, 

I. There is anabſolute eternal and immutable 
decree of Election, whereby a particular number of 
men and women are choſen unto Salvation ; this is 
evident from Scripture, which ſpeaketh of this de- 
crce before the foundation of the world, Eph. 1. 4. 
Agcarding as be hath choſen us in him before the foun- 
| SE Wn, dation 
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dation of the world; and of Gods purpoſe of EleQi- 
on, before the particylar perſons choſen are born, 
without reſpect to their works, but only to his own 
will, Rows. 9. 11, 13. For the children being not yet 


born, neither having done good or evil, that the purpoſe 


of God according to eleftion might ſtand, not of works, 


ut of him that calleth : It was ſaid, Facob have I 


loved, but Eſau have I bated. Moreover, beſides 
this expreſs Scripture, there is reaſon that Gods 


decree of Election ſhould be abſolute and immuta- 


ble, not depending upon the mutable will of man, 
or any foreſeen works to move him herein, becauſe 
God foreſecth nothing as futvre but in his decree, 
and nothing to come to paſs in time, could move 
Gods will before time, in ſo much as his will is the 
cauſe of whatever is future, and not any thing that 
3s future the cauſe of Gods will, unleſs ſomething 
that is Temporal, could be the caufe of that which 
is Eternal, which 1s abſurd : God knoweth from 
Eternity all poſſible things that never come to paſs, 
but he knoweth no future things, but as he wills 


2. Hence it followeth, that all thoſe who are 
particularly elected, ſhall infallibly and moſt cer- 
zainly attain that Salvation which they are choſen 
unto, otherwiſe Gods decree would not be certain ; 
and it would argue weakneſs in God, if he ſhould 
from Eternity purpoſe and reſolve to do a thing, 


| 


which he ſhould never bring to paſs ; but this can- 
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not be aſcribed unto God, who is infiaite in power, 
and powerfully worketh all things according to the 


- counſek of his will, Eph. 1. 11. God can as ſoon ceaſe 


to be God, as not effect what he hath eternally pur- 
poſed, becauſe he would ceaſe to be unchangeable, 
which is his eſſential property ; therefore as ſure as 
God is God, all the Elect ſhall be ſaved. 

3- None can attain Salvation, without grace and 
perſeverance therein, but are brought thereunto by 
it, 2 Thef. 2. 13. But weare bound to give thanks 
alwayes unto God, for you brethren, beloved of God, be- 
ans God hath from the beginning choſen you unto ſal- 
vation, through ſanttification of the ſpirit, and belief 
of the truth, Without Faith and SanCtification, 
there is no poſſibility of attaining Salvation ; God 
hath appointed SanCtification to be the means, 
without which Salvation, which is the end, cannot 
be attained ; and not only the grace of Sanctifica- 
tion, is neceflary to Salvation, but alſo perſeve- 


* rance in this grace to the end, ar. 24. 13. He 


that endureth to the end ſhall be ſaved; Rev. 2. 10. Be 
thou faithfull unto death, and 1 will give thee a crown 
of life. 

4. All the Saints or gracious perſons, who have 


' the good work begun in them, are elected and in 


the number of thoſe particular perſons which are 
choſen unto Salvation ; this is evident, becauſe the 
grace begun in them, is the fruit of Election, 
AF. 13.48. As many as were ordained to eternal life 
believed. The grace of Faith is the fruit of Ordi- 
vation, or Election unto eternal life; ſo Eph. 1. 4. 
He hath choſen us that we ſhould be hoy: therefore 
if any be holy, it is becauſe they are choſen or 
cleted; as whom God hath choſen to the end, 

ns” which 
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which is Salvation and eternal happineſs, he hath © 
choſen alſo to the means, which 1s SanCtification 


and holineſs ; ſo whom he hath choſen to the 


means, he hath choſen to the end. 
Hence then it is ſtrongly and undeniably neceſla- + 


xy, that gracious perſons being choſen to ſalvation, 
which they ihall certainly attain unto, and that by 
the means of grace and perſeverance therein, that 

they ſhall verſe VCre in grace to the end, and never 
totally and finally fail from it. I ſhall here add one 


{ 


Scripture which joyneth Election, Grace, and Glo- + 
ry together ; whereby will plainly appear the per-. | 
ſeverance of the gracious. Row. 8. 30. Whom he did |. 


ape ſtinate, them be aiſo called ; whom he called, them 


e alſo ju5tified ; and whom he \uſified, them be alſo *© 


glorified. Here is the golden chain of mans falvati- 
on in the four great links of it, the firſt Predeſtina- 
tion or Election; the ſecond Efftectual cailing oz 
Vocation ; the third, Juſtifica Lion ; the fourth, Glo- 


aication : theſe God hath joyned and faſtned to - | 


gether, .and none can plack them aſunder; ſome 
have attempted to do it, but it hath never been 
done, except in the fond imagination of ſome men : 
God hath here coupled and linked Predeftination 
and Calling, then Calling and Juſtification, then 
Juſtification and Glorification, and they hang alto- 
gether ſo, that they cannot be divided; now if 
true grace ſhould quite fail, and the po0d work 
which God hath begun, might come to nothing, 
then one link of this chain would be broken off, 
and that is Effectual calling, which is no other than 
the good work of grace begun; 1 fay, Eftectual 
calling then would be broken off from Election, or 
Flection wouid be uncertain , and Gods Decree 
muta- 


hath 
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mutable; the impoſſibility of which, I have alrea- 
ation dy proved: Moreover, Effectual calling , could 
\ the | true grace quite fail, would be broken oft from 
| Juſtitication,unleſs God ſhould give to ſuch: a par- 
-eſſa- don, and retract ir afterwards again ; be ſure if 
tion, { would be broken off from Glorification, for they 
t by that fall from Grace, wall fall ſhort of Heaven ; but 
that . the links are ſtrong, and cannot be broken, there- 
ever } fore true Grace ſhall never quite fail, 
\ one And here I ſhall ſubjoyn one or two Arguments 
Glo- | from effectual Calling it ſelf, to prove that gracious 
per-- | perſons ſhall never totally and fnally fall. ;. Such 
+ did _ whom God hath eflectually called, he hath called 
them + 39 glory, 1.7 heſ. 2.12. That ye would walk worthy 
» alſo * of him who hath called you wnto his Kingaom and Gle- 
vati- 4 7) And as whom he cftectually calleth to grace, 
bins. | BE giveth Brace, ſv whom he eftectually calleth to 
1g 07 glory, he will give them glory ; he hath given them 
Glo. | the beginnings of it, and he will bring thofe begin- 
i to. Nings unto perfection. Moreover, 2dly, Gods gifts 
rome + Of Grace and cffectual Calling of the Gracious, is 
been ' Without repentance, Row. I1. 29. 7 he gifts and 
nen: Ccallang of God are without repentaiice. But if gracious 
ition 4 Perſons {houlp totally fall from grace , Goas Gifrs 
then 1) and; Calling wovld not be without repentance z 
alto- - Therefore they cannot totally falt. 
w if 
york rM = 
ning, * 
oft , 
than © $ EC 4 
tual | 
0, or + 2. E ow ſecond chief Argument to prove that 
cree v eraciqus perſons ſhall never fall fromthe 
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Good Work begun in them, may be drawn froni 
Gods Govenant and Promiſes which he hath made 
unto them, 

I. Such as are taken into an everlaſting cove- 


' nant, ſhall never totally fall from grace : But all 


truly gsactous perſons are taken into an everlaſting 
covenant, therefore they ſhall never totally fall 
froin Grace. That gracious perſons are taken into 
covenant, it is evident, becauſe the grace of the co- 
venant is wrought in them ; that this covenant is 
everlaſting, is evident, :1ſa. 55. 3. I will make an 
everlaſting covenant with you, even the ſure mercies of 
David. Jer. 32.40. 1 will make an everlaſting cove- 
nant with them. That ſuch as are taken into an ever- 
laſting covenant, thall never totally fall from grace, 
1s evident, becauſe their total fall from grace would 
turn them out of covenant ; inaſmuch as it would 
turn them out of Gods favour , and there is no 
promiſe of the covenant doth belong to total Apo- 
ſtates: many threatnings but no promiſe, and ſo 
the covenant would not be everlaſting to them, nei- 
ther the mercies thereof ſure mercies. 

2. Such to whom God hath made ſure promiſes 
of everlaſting life and happineſs, ſhall never total- 
ly fall from grace; but God hath made ſure pro- 
miſes of everlaſting life and happineſs to all them 
that are truly gracious, therefore none that are tru- 
ly gracious fhall totally fall from grace. That God 
hath made ſure promiſes of everlaſting life and hap- 
pineſs, unto ſuch as are truly gracious, is evident 
in the promiſes which he hath made to faith, oh. 
3. 16. Whoſoever believeth in him ſhall not periſh, but 
have everlaſting life. A&t. 16. 31. Believe on the 
Lord Feſus Chrift, and thou ſhalt be ſaved, In the 
pro- 
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promiſcs he hath made to love, 1 Cor. 2. 9. Eye hath 
wot ſeen, nor ear heard, neither bath it entred znto the 
heart of man, what God hath prepared for them that 
love bim. Jam. 1.12. He ſhall receive the crown of 
life, which God bath promiſed unto them that love him. 
All ſuch as are truly graeious, they have theſe gra- 
ces of Faith and Love, and therefore the Promiſes 
of Eternal Life and happineſs are made unto them ; 
That ſuch to whom theſe Promiſes are made, ſhall 
not totally fall from grace, is evident, becauſe, as 
hath been already ſhewn, if they ſhould torally fall 
from Gracc, they would fall ſhort of Heaven; 
therefore they ſhall not totally fall from grace. 

Obj. Theſe promiſes of everlaſting lite are made 
only to thoſe that perſevere 1n grace ts the end. 
Anſw. 1] anſwer, 1. They are made unto all that 
are gracious, without exception, and ſo carry in 
tnem an evident proof of their perſeverance. 2,God 
hath moreover promiſed Perfeverance unto thoſe 
that are gracious; which may be a third Argument 
under this head, 
3. Such to whom God hath promiſed Perſeve- 
rance, they ſhall never totally fall from grace; 
but God hath promiſed Perſeverance unto all them 


| 1 that are truly gracious ; therefore they ſhall never 


totally fall from grace. That ſuch ro whom God 
hath promiſed Perſeverance, ſhall never totally fall 
from grace, I ſuppoſe none will deny ; for how- 
ever ſome ſay, God hath promiſed life and happt- 
neſs upon the condition of perſeverance, yet they 
cannot aſhgn any condition upon which God doth 
promiſe perſeverance, unleſs they niake perſeve- 
rance to be the condition of perſeverance : and ſo 
that God will enable his people to perſevere, upon 

: tie 
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the condition that they do perſevere; and that he 
will keep them from falling, upon the conditior 
that they keep themſelves from falling, which is ve- 
ry abſurd. That God hath promiſed perſeverance 
to all them that are gracious, is evident in the cove- 
nant, Ezek. 36. 37. And Twill put my ſpirit within 
you, and cauſe you ro walk in my ſtatutes, and ye ſhall 


keep my judgments, and ao them. Which includes a _ 


Promiſe, not only of enabling his people to begin 
to keep his ſtatutes, but alſo to continue to keep 
them, and perſevere unto the end. More plainly , 
Fer. 32. 40. [ will put my fear into their hearts, that 
that they ſhall not depart from me. God keeps his peo- 
ple from falling by his power through faith, 1 Per. 
1.5. Who are kept by the power of God through faith 
wnto ſalvarion. And he hath promiſed to keep their 
faith, and fulfill that work in thera with power ; 
which is included in the Prayer of Payl for the be- 


| lieving Theſſalomans,2 Thef.1.11. That God would 


Fulfill all the good pleaſure of his goodneſs, and the work. 
of faith with power. Hence then it is clearly evident, 
that truly gracious ſhall never totally fall from 
grace. 
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S. = fifth thing is, to anſwer ſome objections 
againſt the Doctrine of the Saints perſeve- 
rance, which may ſeem to prove that truly gract- 
ous perſons may totally fall from the Grace begun 
in them. | 
Obj. 1.. Experience doth give in fufficient evi- 
dence of ſome Saints that have fallen tots! »though 
fney 
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they have recovered again, and not fallen finally ; 
and the Scripture doth witneſs the ſame, which tel. 


leth us of Peter's denial of his Maſter, and David's 


Murder and Adultery, and how could fuch fins be 
conſiſtent with a ſtate of Grace ? eſpecially the laſt 
inſtance of David, who lay a long time before he re- 
covered. 

Anſw. 1, True Saints and gracious perſons may 


\ fall into ſin, but they cannot fall from grace; they 


may fall foully, but they cannot fall totally ; they 


yg may fall ſo as to break their bones, but they cannot 


fall fo as to break their necks; they may ſin them- 


{ ſelves out, of the ſenſe of Gods favour, but they ne: 
q ver ſhall fin away his favour ; they may fin ſo as to 


break their peace, but they ſhall never fin ſoas to 
provoke God to break his Covenant ; their graces by 
their falls may exceedingly decay, but they never 


; ſhall be quite loſt. 


2. As to that inſtance of Peter; It is evident from 
Scripture, that though he fell into fin, and a great 
ſin, yet he did not fall from Grace; for our Saviour 
telleth him, Lake 22. 32. I have prayed for thee, 
that thy faith fasl not. Be ſure Chritt's Prayer was 
heard ; and if Peter's Faith did not quite fail, at leaſt 
as to the habit of it, tkough it were interrupted as 
to the exerciſe of it, be ſure the Work of Grace in 
him did not quite fail. 

3. The ſame may be ſaid of Davie, though by 
his falls he loſt the joys of God's ſalvation, yet he 
did not fall from a ſtate of ſalvation; though the 
fruit which before was brought forth by him did fal', 
yet the ſeed of Grace did ſtill remain in him; the 
mercies of David were ſyre mercies ; and —_—_ 
God was diſpleaſed with —_ yet he promiſed 'e 
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would not utterly take away his loving” kindneſs 
from him, Pſal. 89. 34. And if he did not quite | 
loſe Gods loving kindneſs, ſurely he did not quite 
loſe his own Grace. 

Obj. 2. But ſome eminent Saints have fallen to- 
tally and finally too. Great Pillars in the Church 
have not only trembled in ſhaking times, but tum- f 
bled ; and ſome ftarrs of Heaven have fallen to the ! 
Earth, and never recovered their ſtation any more. 
The Scripture telleth us of Demas, who turned off * 
from the wayes of God, being allured by the pre- | 
ſent world ; of Hymeners and Alexander, who made * 
ſhipwrack of Faith,and put away a good Conſcience: 5% 
of the turning away of Phygellus and Hermogenes : | 
yea, of ſome that have been enlightned, and taſted | 
of the heavenly gift, and been made partakers of ' 
the Holy Ghoft, and tafted the good Word of God, | 
and the powers of the world to come ; that yet after 
all, have fallen quite away into the fin againſt the Ho. * 
ly Ghoſt; ſo that it hath been nnpoſſible to renew | 
them again to repentance. | 

Arnjw. 1. None that ever had the good Work 
of Grace begun in them in truth, did ever thus | 
zall; for the reaſons which out of the Scripture have 
been giver : therefore, | 

2, All thoſe thac have totally and finally fallen, ] 
they never aid really, but only ſeemingly ſtand ; | 
whatever Pillar; have tumbled, they. never were ; 
built pon Chrift, the ſure foundation : whatever ' 
urs have fallen, they were but comets, not real 
fforrs, which never fail; however, the lamp of ſome 
hypocrites may ſeem for a while to ſhine as bright | 
as others, yet they are without the oil of true Grace ' 
In the Veilel or their hearts, and no wonder _ 
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if their lamps. go out. They are hypocrites only 
that totally and finally fall, and it is but counterfeit, 
or common Grace that they fall from ; this is plain 
1 John 2.19. Where 7ohz ſpeaketh of the depar- 
ture and Apoſtacy- of ſome Profeſſors, They went out 
from us, but they were not of us, for if they had been 
of us, they would no doubt have continued with us, but 
they went out , that they might be made manifeſt that 
21717 were not all of ws. Theſe hypocrites which depart- 
ca ſrom the faith, ſeemed tobe true Saints, and Diſ- 
ciples of Chiiſt; and if they had been fo indeed, 
:0 doubr, that is, moK certainly, they would have 
continued and perſevered ; but by their Apoſtacy 
they gave a manifeſt proof of their hypocrifie. And 
therefore, when the Apoſtle had ſpoken of the Apo- 
ſtacy of Hymenezs, who had not only fallen him- 
telf, but aliv overthrew the Faith of others ; he 
telleth Timothy, 2 Tim. 2. 19. Nevertheleſs the foun- 
dation ef God ftanaeth ſure, having ths ſeal, The Lord 
knowerh them that are his. Where God doth lay a 
foundation of true Grace in the hearts of any, 
it is ſure, and cannot be overthrown ; where God 
doth put the Seal of his Spirit upon any, it can- 


| not be broken: ſuch whom God doth by his Seal 
'mark and own for his, he will never diſown them, 


and they ſhall never quite fall away. | 
3. As to that faith which may be made ſhip- 


| wrack of, and overthrown, it is not the Grace of 


Faith, but the Profeſſion of Faith, and Doctrine of 
Faith, which in a ſtorm of Perſecution may be caſt 
2way, and renounced by ſome, and by ſtrong delu- 
ſons and belief of Iyes, may be overthrown wm 0+ 
thers. | | 

4: As to that good conſcience which may be put 
: E 2 away, 
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away, it is nota truly good, and ſanCtified conſcie 
Wi ence, but a moral, and comparatively good conſei- 
L |; efce; ſuch as Paxl profeſſeth he had whilſt a Pha- 
riſce, before his converſion, this later may be put 
away, not the former. 

(hi 5. Asto thoſe enlightnings and taſts which ſome 
lit may quite loſe and fall away from, into the unpar- 
'* donable fin, they are but common gifts of the Spi- 
| xit, not ſpecial ſanctifying Grace. 

Obj. 3. Exck, 18. 24. When the righteous turn: 
eth from his richtconſneſs, and commtteth inzquity, QC .. 
qd: | be ſhall aye. 

Ko | Anſw. Either the Prophet ſpeaketh of jegal righ- 
it teouſneſs , not evangelical; or of ſome temporal 
untimely death , not eternal ; or as I rather think, 


Bil which fhall never come to paſs. As Rom. S$. 13. 
L'kib Tf ye live after the fleſh, ye ſhall dye. And yet he tel- 
ji leth them, that there was no condemnation to 
| them; that nothing ſhould ſeparate them: from 
1108 the love of Chriſt; ſo that they ſhould neither live 
13 088 after the fleſh, nor dye, and yet it was true, that 
if they did live after the fleſh, they ſhould dye : 
| So Gal. 1.8. If an Angel from Heaven preach another 
Goſpel, let him be accurſed. It doth not hence fol- 
low, either that an Angel from Heaven, ( however 
an Angel from Hell might do it_) ſhould or could 


when the righteous turneth from his righteouſ- 
neſs, he ſhall dye; it doth not follow, that either 
he ſhall turn from his righteouſneſs or dye ; but 
the Lord doth make uſe of threatnings and cauti- 
ons, as well as promiſes, and other engourage- 
ments , to-keep the rightequs from turning from 


bs that he ſpeaketh only by way of ſuppeſition, ! 
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preach another Goſpel, he ſhould be accurſed ; Sa * 
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kis righteouſneſs, and all little enough ſometimes 
for his eſtabliſhment. 


$3; 


Obj. 4. This Doctrine doth open a door to li. 
centiouſneſs, for when any have true Grace, they 
may think with themfelves, let them do what they 
will, they fhall never periſh, they are now out of 
all danger of eternal death, and wrath ; and ſo they 
will be prone to indulge themſelves to ſin, and a 
looſer converſation? whereas the danger of falling 
away would be a greater bridle and reſtraint upon 
them, to keep them from ſin, and a greater ſpur to 
quicken them veto watchfulneſs, and conſtancy 1n 


; holyduties. 
$ Arnſw.1. Goddoththreaten the Saints themſelves 


with eternal death and wrath, if they turn from his 
wayes, unto a vicious converſation, and no doubt 


& but they would periſh, ſhould they do it. Rom. 8. 13. 


2. The Saints know that lin, if they preſume to 
commit it, will at leaft break their peace, and rob 
them of their com! fort, and make havock of their 


Grace; therefore they fear to fin. 


3. The promiſes of perſcverance do ſecure the 
gracious, not only from falling into Hell, but alſo 
| from fallinginto a courſe of Sin z and by thoſe pro- 

-| ' miſes they are {trengthned and enabled to ſtand, 
} when others for want of the help of them do fall, 

4. Such as grow licentious upon preſumption 
of their perſeverance,. it is a great ſymptoine of 
their hypocriſie, and ſuch are like to fall quite 


4WAay. 


5. Such as are truly gracious, are more ingenit- 
ous, and have more love to their heavenly Fat yr 
than to preſume to ſin againſt him, and to fly in his 
face, becauſc he hath promiſed he will not dis in- 


herit them. 
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54. The Good Work, performed. 

6. As Sin is oppoſite. to Grace, ſo Grace is 6ppo- 
ſite to Sin , and the more encouragement Grace 
hath, the more vigorous will it be in its oppoſition 
to Sin ; and experience doth tell us, that ſuch gra- 
cious perſons as have an aſſnrance of Gods love 
and perſeverance, they are ſo far from taking occa- 
fian hereby for licentiouſneſs, that of all others they 
they prove the moſt ſtrict walking Chriſtians. 


_— 


- - 


SELL, AT 
The Application, 


Stabliſh your ſelves in the belief of this 
doctrine, That God will perform ans 
perfect the good work of Grace which he hath be- 
gun, that the truly gracious ſhall perſevere to the 
end, and never either totally or fnally fall; and take 
heed of entertaining that error which is contrary 
unto this great truth, that hath ſo clear and ſure « 
foundation in the Scripture. Such as hold, that the 
Saints may fall away, do deny what is expreſs in the 
Text, that God will perform the good work begun, 
untill the day of Chriſt; for how doth God perform 
the work, if the work ceaſe, and they fall from 
Grace? Suth perſons do in effect ſay, that Gods de- 
crees are uncertain, that his love is changeable, that 
his Covenant may be broken, that his Word is un- 
ture, his Promiſe deceitfull; that his Sons death 
might be in vain; his Sons prayers and interceſſion 
might be ineftectual ; that Chriſts members might 
be torn off from his body, and thrown into Hell ; 
cat Chriſts Sheep might be loſt, ſo as never any 
more to be found ; that ſuch whom Chriſt hath 
loved and eſpouſed, may be divorced, hated, and at 

———— - | length 
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The Good Work performed. 55 
_— found amongſt the damned ; that the Holy 
Spirit might be quite expelled from his habitation, 
and the Devil get poſſeſſion in his room. ( For 
want of room in theſe few ſheets, I was forced 
1m the Doctrinal part to leave out the Arguments 
.T. had prepared- to prove the Saints Perſeverance, 
drawn from theſe later Conſiderations. ) Take heed 
of fuch:unſcriptural, uncomfortable tenents ; ſuch as 
hold them are great denyers of, and enemies unto 
the doctrine of Gods free and diſtinguiſhing Grace, 
and of the powerfull working of Gods Spirit, and 
hereby are the greateſt enemies unto themſelves, 
and their own Salvation. Beware therefore of the 
[eaven of this doctrine, which doth ſpread it ſelf in 
too many places; never believe that one who 1s a 
"Child of God to day, may be a Child of the Devil 
to morrow ; that an heir of Heaven to day, may be 
an heir of Hell zo morrow : hold faft and 'perſer cre 
in this truth, that God will carry on tne good work 
which he hath begun, untiil he hath brougnt it to 
perfection ; that trve Saints ſhall never totally and 
hnally fall, but hold out and perſevere to the end : 
believe final, that all the gracious being received 
into the armes of Gods mercy, are kept by the hand 
of his power; and that his Faithfulneſs, as. well as 
their Faith, 15 their ſhield : yea, that his Faithfulnets 
is the ſhield of their Faith ; believe that none can 
pluck the gracious out of Gods hand, and let none 
pluck this truth out' of your mind ; let none per- 
{wade you to the contrary, neither the Devil, nor 
any of the Children of Darkneſs, ſo long as the Fa- 
ther of Lights hath fo clearly revealed it in the 

Word. 


Uſe 2. The work of Grace being ſuch a good 
E 4 work, 
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work, and ſo abiding : methinks all of you ſhould 
be very inquiſitive, whether this gaod work be- be- 
gun in you; look and ſee whether you have any 
evidence to ſhew of this good work ; the wicked 
they can ſhew you the works of the Fleſh, can you 
ſhew the works of the Spirit? ſee Gal. 3. 19, 20, 21. 
the Apoſtle there doth enumerate the works of the 
Fleſh ; Now the works of the fleſh are manifeſt, which 
are theſe ;, aduttery, fornication, uncleanneſs, laſcrviouſ- 
eſs, idolatry, witchcraft , hatred, variance, emulations, 
wrath, ftrife, ſeditions, envying, murders, drunkenge(s, 
revellings, and ſuch like, of which 7 tell you beſore, as 
T have told you in times paſt, that they which do ſuch 
things, ſhall not inherit t5e kinodom of God : And there- 
fore ſuch 'as do ſuch works as theſe, are without the 
good work of Grace, Are the works of the Spirit 
manifeſt 1n you, ſuch as Repentance, Godly ſorrow 


for fin, Filial fear of God, hungering deſires after 


Chriſt, Faith, Love, Humility , Meekneſs , Self- 
denial, Temperance, Sincerity, Righteouſneſs, Zeal 
for Gods glory, Heavenly-mindedneſs? Haye you 
found the beginnings of the good work in your 
eftcctual Calling and Regeneration? and is the good 
work carrying towards perfection in your Sanctifi- 
cation? do you find Sin more and more mortified, 
the World more and more crucified, Grace more 
and more ſtrengthned ? can you ſhew any evidences 
of the in-dwelling of the Spirit 2 have you the teach- 
gs and quicknings of the Spirit? are you led by 
the Spirit out of the way of fin, into the paths of 
holineſs and new obedience? are you brought near 
by the Spirit unto God, and communion with him in 
his Ordinances ? Theſe are clear evidences of the 
good work. Nothing t>» more worthy your erſquiry 
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The Good Work, performed. 57 
than this, whether the good work of Grace be 

wrought in you-by the Spirit. | 
Uſe 3. Here you have a powerfull motive to 
quicken your endeavours after this good work of 
Grace, if tor the preſent you are without it ; nothing 
is really more defirable than Grace, which is ſo ne- 
ceſſary, ſo excellent in it ſelf, and withall fo durable : 
If you can attain true Grace, you will get a jewel of 
the greateſt worth and uſe, and which will never be 
taken from you; what are all other things which it 
is poſſible for any to gain in the world, in compari- 
ſon with the gain of true Grace? will theſe things 
abide ? can they prevent eternal miſery ? ſuppoſe ' 
you ſhould get the beſt friends, moſt wiſe and weal- 
thy, moſt cordial and faithful unto you; the beſt 
Husbands or Wives, moſt loving, ſweet, and delight- 
full ; Children full of ſparkling wit and beauty, and 
moſt hopefull; ſuppoſe you ſhould get wealth in 
abundance, Silver, Gold, Jewels, Houſes, Goods, 
Lands, and a large Inhericance for your poſterity ; 
ſuppoſe you were lifted up {upon the higheſt ſeat 
of worldly honour, advanced unto the degree 
of Nobility , yea unto Kingly Dignity , and with 
all theſe ſhould you have a confluence of all ſen- 
ſual pleaſures , and 'a-Cup filled up to the brim 
of whatever delights any Creatures could yield, for 
you to drink of every day; yet the leaſt dram of 
true Grace, accompanied with worldly poverty, dif- 
grace, and affliction, is incomparable beyond all this 
in excellency ; for belides that theſe things are not 
a ſuitable good for the Soul, which is of higher and 
larger capacity than to be filled up with them, 
neither are they durable, if you had them you could 
not keep them ; and you would find niore bitterneſs 
1m 


53" - The Good Work performed. 
in the loſs of them, than ever you found ſweetneſs 
in the enjoyment of them ; the kindneſs and love of 
Friends may dye, and they may. dye, be ſure you 
will dye; your neareſt relations: may- be ſuddenly 
ſnatch'd out of your boſomes; your wealth may fly 
away ſwittly like an Eagle towards Heaven ; your 
Honours may vaniſh away quickly like ſmoke in 
the air; you may loſe all whilft you live, be ſure you 
muſt leave all-when you dye ; and think what a *" 
miſerable condition you will be in at death, if you 
have gained for your ſelves ail your dayes only a 
portion in this life; for when your dayes are ſpent, 

our portion wii be ſpent, oz left behind, and 
wholly loft as to you for ever; and alas! what 
muſt your ſoul do then ? what muſt that live 
upon When it js come forth of your body ? 
whither will your ſoul] betake her ſelf ? Alas! 
Horrour and woe , the regions of darkneſs, 
the company of Devils , the treaſures of Gods 
wrath , and the moſt dreadful torments of Hell, 
muſe be the portion of your ſouls and bodies too 
at the Reſurrection , if you live and dye without 
this work of Grace upon you. But if you can at- 
tain unto true Grace, it will advance you unto the 
dignity of the Sons and Daughters of God; it will ' 
joyn you in marriage unto Chriſt, and bring you 
into the embracements of his love; it will repair 
Gods Image 1n you, and reftore you in ſome mea- 
ſure unto mans primitive glory ; it will reſcue you 
out of the Devils chains, and deliver you from 
the baſe ſervitude of fin; it will bring yoe under the 
beams of the light of Gods countenance ; and fill 
ou with moſt ſweet peace of conſcience, and ſome- 
times ſuch Soul-raviſhing joy, as words cannot ut- 
ter : 
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ter; it will enrich your ſouls with the Jewel of 
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the greateſt price here, and it will entitle you un 
to the treaſures of- glory, the undefilea, never tade- 
ing inheritance of Heaven hereafter. And beſides 
the other excellencies of Grace, this is none of 
the leaſt, that true Grace can never be quite loſt ; 
every thing without you may be loſt-] but Grace 
within you can never be quite loſt ; whatever 
hath been wrought by you , may be taken from 
you, but your Grace cannot be loſt ; that which 
50d hath wrought in you , will abide with you; 
your ettate may fail, and your friends may fail, 
but your Grace will never fail; your memory, 
judgment, and other gifts of mind may fail, and 
the ſtrength of your body may fail, but the Grace 
of your Souls will never quite fajl ; when fleth fails, 
aud heart fails, your faith ſhall not quite fail, and 
God wall not fail. And if your Grace cannot be 
loſt, be fure your ſouls are fafe, they cannot be 
loſt ; your happineſs 1s ſafe, that cannot be touch- 
ed. It you can get true Grace, you ſhall never 
fall; indeed you may fall into affliction, but you 
{hall not fall into fin; if you be not preſerved from 
the evil worker , you {hall be preſerved from the 
evil work; if you fall into ſome acts of fin, you ſhall 
not fall into a covrſe of ſin ; if you fall down, you 
{hall not fail off; if you fall back, you ſhall- not 
fallaway; if you fall into the pit, you ſhall not 
fall into the bottomleſs pit; if your bodies fall into 
the Grave, your ſouls ſhall not fall into Hell. 
Aſſoon may Devils be received into Heaven; as 
you, if gracious, be caſt into Hell ; if you get 
true Grace, you cannot quite loſe it ; therefore 
70u cannot muſs of Glory ; You ſhall as — 
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have it, as if you had already poſſcſhon of it ; 
God will as ſoon turn the Angels out of Heaven, * 


and turn his own dear Son out of Heaven, and 
leave that habitation himſelf 5 as. ſhut you out 
of Heaven at laſt, if you attain true Grace : 
Who then would be without Grace ? O then 
prize Grace, and delire Grace, and ſeek Grace, 
and be ready to receive Grace, and diligently 
unprove all the means of Grace for the attain- 


ment of this Good Work of Grace within. 


Ou. 
: Uſe. O what a full breeſt of the ſweeteſt conſo- 
lation is this to all ſuch as are truly gracious, me- 
thinks your.hearts ſhould be filled with comfort, and 
leap for joy within you, when you hear and are a(- 
ſured ont ef the word, that the good work which 
God hath begun in you in this day of Grace, he will 
perform untill the day of Chriſt, what hath been ſpo- 
ken by way of motive to ſinners to-incite them to 
get grace, may be applied to you that are gracious 
by way of comfort, none in the world have reaſon 
to take comfort but you, and you have the higheſt 
reaſon; I know that many ungracious perſons, who 
are ſtill in the gall of bitterneſs and bond of iniqui- 
ty, have mirth and chearfulneſs in their countenance 
and converſation, whatever their guilt and ſlavery, 
whatever their danger of cternal miſery be, though 
they be already condemned and may be ſuddenly 
executed, and their ruine is like to be inevitable be- 
cauſe of their ſecurity : On the contrary, Lknow that 
many truly gracious perſons are full of fears and 
troubles, and walk up and aown with a drooping 

£ountenance and a more fad heart, as if they were 

: the 
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the perſons that were deſigned unto deſtruction, as 
if they were miſerable and ſhould be miſerable fer 
ever ; Idonot blame the jealouhie of the gracious , 


| leſt they ſhould be miſtaken, but if upon a ſtrict and 
| -1mpartial enquiry you can find evidences of. the true 


work begun in you, although it be not yet brought 
to any great perfeCtion, here you have a Well and 
Fountain opened ( though ſome have endeavoured 


#1 in vain to ſtop it) of the greateſt comfort. and encou- 


—_ 


ragement, God who hath begun the good work in 
you will perform it, he will carry it on unto perfecti- 
on, and carry you on by his power through faith unta 
ſalvation, 1 Pet. 1, 5. Some of you complain of af- 
fiction , but if you have grace you may well bear 
it, yea, and rejoice init, becauſe God is carrying, 
on the good work of grace in you by it. Others com- 
plain of temptation, but if you have grace, though 
« you be ſhaken you thall not be quite overcome,and if 
the tempter doth not preſently depart from you, yet: 
God hath promiſed his grace ſhall be ſufficient for 
you. Some complain of diſertion, if you have grace, 
though God may hide his face, he will not remove 
his love, and remember that there is a bright ſide 0s 
the cloud, of which you now ſee onely the dark fide; 
\andere long the ſhadows of this black night will be 
chaſed away by the bright beams of the light of 
Gods countenance in the morning of his diſcovery 


! of himſelf, and love unto you. Others complain of 
| the ſtrength of their COrruptions, if you have grace 
| it will by degrees weaken them, and in the end gct 


a perfect victory over them, Some complain of the 


| weakneſs of their graces, but you may be aſſured 
; that your graces as weak as they are, ſhallnever 


quite fail; God jath engaged to carry on his own 
work 


ION 
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work in you, which he hath begun. Others com- 
plain that they have no evidences of any true grace, 
and they are afraid they ſhall never hold out, that 
they ſhall fall, and fall away, and turn fearful Apoſ- 
tates; but your graces may be true notwithſtanding 
your doubts, and you may ſtand faſt notwithſtanding 
your fears; and let me tell you, that Hypocrites who 
are likely to prove Apoftates are uſually very ſeli- 
confident, I fear others who are without ſuch jez-. 
louſies of themſelves, more than you. Happy, hap- 
Py you that ever you were boin, if you are indeed 
new born ; happy you are inlife, how mean and 
miſerable ſoever ſome of you may be eſteemed by 
the world, none are ſo high-burn as thoſe that are 
new-born; none are ſo beautiful as thoſe who have 
Gods Image; nene are fo adorned as thoſe wao 
have the robes of Chriſts righteouſneſs ; none are 
ſo enriched as thoſe who have the riches of grace,” 
none have ſuch company 2s thoſe who have fellow- 
ſhip with the Father and his ſon Jeſus Chriſt ; none 
have ſuch attendance 2s thoſe which are attended 
by Angels; none have ſuch work as thoſe that are 
employ'd in Gods ſervice ; none have ſuch liberty as 
thoſe which are freed from ſin and Satan ; none have 
ſuch peace as thoſe w# have the peace of conſcience; 
none have ſuch joy as thoſe which have the joyes of 
the holy Ghoſt; nove have ſuch ſafety as thoie which 
are ſecured againſt total Apoſtacy and eternal miſe- 
ry, and this is your h-ppineſs who are gracious in 
life : You will be happy alſo at death, if your grace 
do not free you from the ſtroke of death, it will free 
you from the ſting of death; if it do not free you 
from the firſt death, it will free you from the ſecond 


death ; ſuch as do not like your life, do defire your 
death, 


( 
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death, Balaams with-is to be found in the moſt un- 
gracious wretch, Let me die the death of the righteous, 

and let my latter end be like his. But your happineſs 

of, in the concluſion of your lives is beyond the appre- 
henfion of the wicked, none can expreſle with what 
raviſhing comforts and -joys ſome gracious perſons 
kb have departed out of this life to their Fathers houſe. 

17 | To conclude, you will be happy to eternity : if you 

.,_ JJ are:gracious, you will be glorious, if holy here, you 

Fu will be happy hereafter. If God have begun the 


i 
7 


A 3 good work of grace, he will perform it untill the 
od day of Chrift, you ſhall not lofe your grace, and 
by therefore you cannot miſs of glory, grace is glory 
Wo begun, and you ſhall be transformed more and more 
ME into the Image of God, from glory to glory, untill 
"oh you arrive unto perfection of glory ; cre long the 
wa Lord Jeſus will appear, and then you ſhall appear 
-e / | \ with himin glory, then you ſhall be preſented be- 
x. | forehim blameleſs and without ſpot ; then you will 
ne [ifr up your heads with joy and your hearts will be 
ed filled with delight when you are raiſed up out of 
ve your Fraves, and cavght up mto thectouds ro meet 
20 the Lord in the air, and are there wellcemed into 
we his preſence with moſt raviſhing looks and expreſſi- 
-e: | \ ons of love, and he giveth you full poſſeſſion of his 
af Kingdomes: then you will better know the excellen-. 
MY cy of this grace which you have now received, wken 
ſo. 4 .the fruit of it is brought forth, when the bud ſhall 
n open in the lower, when the dawn is come to the 
o day ; when the promiſe is come to the performance, 


ec F way faith is turn2d into viſion and hope is turned 

Dro fruition, and all graces are arrived unto perfect; 
1d on, O the joys! You you only are happy that have 
_ this good work begun, which the lord will perform 
till 


— 
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till the day of Chriſt. O then admire Gods free 

Wi grace in eleCting and calling you ; rejoice in him and 
NT | be very thankfull and humble and watehful aud walk 
10 worthy of him who hath called you to his Kingdom 
| | '"s and glory F 
Wl | | There-is one more Uſe behind, which is'of caution 
Ji eſpecially to young profeſſors to take heed of Apo- 
Racy and backſliding, which without great care and 
heed you may fall into, notwithſtanding this Do- 
rine: and therefore I have inſerted a Letter for 
your caution, wherein you have a fad inſtance of a 


grievous back-ſlider, take heed by his Falls. 
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A Cautionary i etter ſent by an 


unknown Author, unto ſome 


Y ouths, thus Directed, 


To the Youths be! 5nging to Mr. Th:mas Vincent, 


Dear Friends, 


Earing of yort ir Chriſtian Meetings for Recveti- 

K tion, it came intomy Heart, ts W Te the 7ol- 

v lowing Litres unto you ; which I hope wil? not Diſcou- 
rage Jon, but Cantion you : Poſſitly Jort wil be v: Ty 
Inquijitive, who ſhonid be the Party that Iirits res 
Letter; but for ſome Reaſons, he deſires to be exciſe 
from Subferiving his Name to it : Ava aſſure your 
ſelves (how ever it be reſeriea) his interameat 75 for 
good. It pleaſea { God in my jor:nrer jears (45 7 no; pe) 

i TO work 4 real change Hpon my heart, whit ch Tas a Vie 
fible to thoſe about me, that it could not be hid f from 
their N otice, 1 having been a very tire] Youth bee 
fore: This (4 _ and great Alteras tte: , filied the 
Godly with {ey 3 3 but the "Wicked mauc it maiter of 


Languears and Deriſion. It pleaſea the Lora mighti- 

{y to carry wn this Wes. a pretty rRh:ic, my Lc 7112 
"1 , 

with Sin Was quite Ur! eV GH, 7 heart was (1t%1tk.) 


united tothe Lira Peſus Chriſt, and I'was inlovewith 
kim, and his Ward 46a Oramaicers ) Jes, ol tho ways 
F : of 


CT ems 


rn j (70 ) 
I | of Holineſs were my aelight ; ? found ſuch ſweetneſs 
101A 2n the ways of God, that 1 did even wonaer then, that 
| anv could take delight i in following any Courſe of Sin, 
til ' was ( like Peter ) confident, that all the Men on | 
Wh | Tarth, and Devils in Heil, fhonld not draw me into 4 
{il l courſe of fin again : I was conſtant i in the performance | 
1 of ſecret Dtys, 11 which I ſpent no ſmall time, even 
all T conld (ſpare from my Maſters buſineſs, and then 
kad great Purpoſes and Reſolutions, that if the Lora 
ſpare? me til I conl:; C01931634 oa my own time, I would 
ſpend mich wore than _ -::t, 18 Rell igions Datys : 
Brief, the hard eſt of «a and heavieſt Burthens 
nl how / 'ght 1.10 me. Tales Lord had a1ven me 
4 C4] UL LEL: Fr over n 777 Cor; "NAp:c90S, that 1 Was as In 
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git f my [id and n 7 er chea time {ince; trgether with the 
i C'cE4/r031 of 7527 T7002 "LES. | 
| A ew 2s the Lora h. 14 dealt thus graci! ea with mes, 
| !|} ; ubNErs Opinion being new!) 7 r: Dp , 1 was often | * 
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tager t5hnow all Opinions, which ſtole ſo faſt r5on me; 
that it (wallowed up the moſt of that time, which 7 
ſhould have | ſpent 11 Reading more profitable things, in 
Ae aitaticn, in Heart Examination, and in Prayer. 

i was then over-concetted of my Wit, very proud of my 
Gifts, apt to andervalue ail that had net the the: Tea, 

doubtleſs r Pride was the chief fin, for which the Ld 
left me to commit ſo many evils. By little and little my 
communinn with Ged abatea, I fell mo ſome ſmaller 
fins, Dutys were firſt ſletgntly ——_ then totally 
negleiten j for 4 confiderable time. Oh how like a Beaſt 
aid I lie down, and ri/e, Its. t ſeek; i: the Lord ! 
JT ſuppoſe the whole Earthr 1 Ghes, Sponts no: formerly 


have maae Me omit 0742 P: "AYInT tf: re ; 01t now [1 might 
be numbered 153097 the Heath: 1 a the Famil; +5 that 
call net 11pon God, After thts, "2 py evted (as much 
as T could) all good Company, jiz now Came in by whole 
T reopr, any frothy per/ ons were my Cempanioss + [ 
="; exrerned a: ie bounr £13 Fat: NT Drinking, S$!, I 
mp. 1 fell t o G. 11371! Wa Steat:rn, AHI ul of 75. 

C65, 'fte 0 7efore oF, KAT 2 'y Telfs.11 1c 4 ", 1907 COMMAS ts 
hind Uncleanneſs. Curl: ence was much w iſted, rhe 


tenderrc/s goes, conta 1 give a Catalonite of Mobs fins 
[ have Leen lef 15 C£03%7 OD it woztla P 2.2 {te Fear Cha- 
rity, tori: "ah © ever hed Graces Tws muy Hes tu 
ae er areantrel ang; *E 67 þ what lhyt #14 be rhe ”e of 
my wichen Life ana Ihe ifs 4, The Lordther followed 
me with one Scenroe afrer anotner, my wa) Was hedged 
1p, that I have been forced to ſubmit tothe Lora, a:.d 
have been under great > bumbli ings; but a {irou7 temptas 
tion, when the Lords hands kath been removed, hath 
overcome me anain, and in the like mazner (ever 
times: And now I cans ſet my [eat ts tot triith, 1 


Prov. 14. 14. The Baekflider in heart, ſhall be 
i filled 
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£1 ted wich his owre ways, Very (ad us that Man or 
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ny to accline in 1325 jer V0: Ta” anotncr | (13TIVG ana grow- 
19g Weary of Goas WAYS * 0% YEAY to Vent ure upun ſins 
anoher Veg; EG {et pin the 24" ;rld, ana 1 5 ſwallowed. 
up m uh buſineſs, Cares of Family, fears of Poverty, 
breakirgs oat 11tc 10 ifſions 1 hes; their affairs have 76t 
Ge/ired ſucceſs, 6: i/content, then gr owung remiſs 11 
Cloſet axd Family auties, firs? * elect ing: ou anty, then 
at luiSt Relig: 0% alzs;054 la: G6 tac, then jaitsg ty looſe 
Ana art 0 C omPpa;. }, weglect VM Ces; eril and Part! cular 
Callings. Þ beware Lis T, 111105, for the Lord: Jake, 
ana fr your own [ikes : the lea? that can cene of ſuch 
tongs ML) great os 200 047 to God, and freat troi:ble to 
FOUY | f +1; "I /#C0 . 070-5 7 BAY ICVEL get C? ij while Jou live, 
you WL be Mer C ceat! I o1 Th A 1, 6 : many , {orr oWwsS , 4 f there 
ve z6 Peace 10 the IV: hea, fare! 7 the tie God ly must 
not have PEACE 77; Ty: iCReane/r, Tot will ſeill be queſt io- 
ning &rd fearing ( as 7 ao this dey ) whether the work 
W415 tr4e,ard theje ſins like the [ors of Gods Children 

f eng 4 pray jt, Ac cepvr of aword of aavice, and 
bt it 3:0t, though Cl 902mon, ' kr.ows. 1. T hen beware 
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ef Pride at a times ;, boaily price, ſ tiritual price : * Of 
7-715 ana Graces, Os | oo borr mich (if ever yort will 'be 
perſevertsg Chriſtians | Eire ties fim, 1 ROW the 


Devil niii be Ver "3, zo; pi-i5 jor Up with £904 COLcelts 
fe cn duties : be ror contented with Gijtr, labour 
ckifiy to Fr4w 14 Gratey Gain purticnl.r this grace of 


Hymility 
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Humility, Ia.57.15. 2dly, Beware of Diſputings, 
if-you are adaitted to them, I verily think the Devil will 
furniſh you with A; guments, and new Notions, with 
deſign 19:4t they ſhall eat oxt the power of goalltneſs. 
3diy, Berrare of coveting many Books , Books are good 
helps if rightly uſed : ſtudy well thoſe Truths that are 
weakiy Preaches. athly, Fear every motion tonegleft 
a known Duty, or to commit a known Sinz grieve nt 
that bleſſed Comforter. Fthly, Beware of taking the 
utmoFt liberty you mil got take ;, if you were ſure your 
hearts W044 CYAVe 10 More, 11 eating, artuking, ſleep= 
ng, apparel, recreations, Fc. Gthly, Make great 


conſcience ro alſcharge relative Drties to Parents, Mas 


fters, ana the like : thoſe that wrong Maſters of their 
T ite, «re as real Thieves, as thoſe that ſteal Gooas or 
oney ; read over the Promiſes and Covenants you 
maae with jour Maſters 1n your Indentures, 7thly, 
T ake heed what Company you aſſociate with; go with 
fear into a Womans company ,, ſet 4 watch upon your 
heart and eyes. 8thly, Awid all anmerciful ſeverities 
to your boates, by too frequent or vver-long faſting ,or the 
like, for the Devil is very ſubtile with young People here, 
doubtleſs he pts them pon it, to the end he may tire 
them out, and make Gods wajes burthenſom ta them. 
gthly, Beware of ſcornful thoughts towaras them that 
are without, have bowels of putty and love towaras them. 
iothly, Ze carefr! to praiſe God for Mercy 5 thu duty 
Twas much wanting in, though I was loaded with mer= 
cies. 1lthly, Beware of ſelf-confidence, lean only on 
Chriſt, 12thly, Go xot to a T atern or Alchouſe, but 
with fear and great watchfulneſs , go not at all, but up- 
01 neceſſary occaſion: — Take heed of Ialeneſs, take 
heed of T ale- bearing. 1 have done, only deſire your joynt 


| Prayers for me, that the Lord wonld heal my broken 


bones. 
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bones, and that he will prevent your fallings into fin. 
Marth. 18. 29, 20. 


el Ketiirn of Thanks tothe 
Author of the Letter: 


STR, 


believe you will not a jittle wonder to ſre your 

Letter (written and f:nt ſo privately unto my 
dear youths) cone forth unto publick view, without 
your knowledge : 1 hove you will rake it as a ſuffi- 
cient excuſe for me wha have taken confidence to 
doit, tht not knowing either your Perſon, or place 
of abode. nor any way how tg come or fer:d to you, 
I was 1:67 180, acapacity of acking your Jeave, as I 
would have donc, with the return 07 many thanks 
for your {caſonable Caution and Advice which you 
have given unto yourg Profeſiors : I ſuppoſe that 
theſe iines will come into your hands without the 
notice of any, which you fo purpoſely ſhun, they 
are accompant-d with my prayers for your perfect 
recovery, ard as youdefire that God wonld heal 
your broken bones.and reſtore to you the joy of his 
Salvation, and eitabliſh you for the future with his 
free Spirit. You have, I fear, been a rock of offence, 
not like our Saviour, but like Peter when he fel] : 
u"to thoſe who have been acquainted with your Pro- 
f-flion, and with your fall 3 if by the publiſhing of 
yr Caſe, you prove a Rock above Water, to keep 
ſ.me young ones from Shipwrack, I hope you will 
not be offended with this publication. The floud of 


tears you ſpeak of 1n the remembrance of your foo=- 
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liſh back-fliding 3nd departure from God, together 
with the honeſt deſign of your Letter, giveth me 
grounds to hope the belt concerning yovr ſtare. 

I am oth to rakeinto thoſe wounds which ſeem ro 


' be bleeding, and t6 anſwer kind and {caforable ad- 


monitions with ſharp reproofs 3 your frer and in- 
penious confelttons evidently derionfirare that you 
have a fairhiul Reprover in your owa boſoits; and 
if you can make ſuch acknowledgment; unto men 
for their Caution, I doubt not but you have often 
made theſe acknowledgments unto God, in order 
unto your own Remillton : I ſhould glad!y have 
read a lingor two 1n your Paper, of your Recove- 
ry ; but by the broken Bones which you complain 
of in the cloſe, you feem ro be down {til}, I will 
not ſay in regard of fin (I hope you have long ago 
been awakned from your grofſer negieCts of Goa 
and Duty, and bave broken off your looſzr Com- 
pany and Converſation) but in regard of Sorrow, 
and a diſconſolate Spirit, and 1t may be are ſt:|l with- 
out that Livelineſs, and Vipour which you had at 
firſt; and truly I don'c wonder at your broken 
bones, after you have ventured upon ſuch breaches 
of Gods Laws; I don't wonder at Gods frowns af- 
ter ſuch provocations; and that God ſhould hide 
himſelf from you, when you have run away from 
him; if God withdraw his Spirit from you a long 
time, 1n regard of its Witneſting, Comforting, and 
and Quickening Operation, I con't wonder, when 
you have not only grieved, bur quenched, and dri- 
ven away the Spirit, by your ſo great Backſlidings. 
Yet one place of Scripture I would commend unto 
you for your encouragement , and conſ9!ation, 
which potlibly you have not taken ſuch notice = 
y an 
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and that is, Ho/. 11.7, 8, 9. My people are beyt to 
Backſliding from me, though they called them to the moſt 
High, none at all would exalt him. How ſhall I give 
thee uv Ephraim ! How ſhall I deliver thee Iſrael ! 
How ſhall I make thee as Admah ! How ſhall 7 ſet thee 
as Zchoim | Mine heart is turned within me, my Ree 
pentings are kinaled together. 1 will not Execute the 
frerceneſs of mine anger ;, 1 will not return to deſtroy 
Ephraim : For I am God, and not man. Your fin 
bath been nor only Backſliding (which 1s a high 
affront and indignity offered unto God, caſting 
a great flur upon Him, and his Ways, as if upon 
trial of Him and the Creature, the wayz of Holi- 
neſs, and the ways of Sin, the later were the better 
and more eligible, this hath been the Language of 
your Courſes ) but you have been bent to Backſh- 
ding; the Devil hath hampered, and held you in 
his ſnares when you have fallen, and when you bave 
endeavoured to riſe, he hath by his Gords pulled 
you down again ; and your Heart hath been bent to 
revolt from God (this you intimate in your Letter ) 
It is likely, you have been often called to return to 
the moſt High by iis Meſſengers, and Miniſters, bur 
ſti!] you have perfiſtzd ro diſhonovr God, inſtead of 


exalting himz this hath | been your carriage to- 


wards God, as it was the carriage of 7/rael of old : 
But ſee the Carriage of God towards ſuch Backſi1- 
ders; What is that? Is it Fury, Indignation, Ven- 
geance? What doth God fay ro ſuch a Peopl:? Is 
it, How ſhall I nor give thee up to ruins? How 
ſhall I not deliver thee to deſtruction? How ſhal! 
I not conſume thee with the Fire of mine anger, as I 
conſumed Admah, and Zeboim, with Sodom and 
Gemerrah of old, by Fire and Brimſtone from Hea- 
ven : 
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ven ? Now read and tremble ! Conſider and wonder i 
Gods Language is quite contrary unto this : How 
foall 7 give thee up Ephraim ? How (ball 1 deliver thee 
Iſrael? How jhall I make thee as Admah? Ard ſet 
thee as Zeboim ? One wouid have thought that Gods 
heart and hand too ſhould have been turned againſt 
E pbraim, backſliding and provoking Ephraim, and 
that his anger ſhould not only have been kindicd a- 
painſt Ephraim, but blown up by ſuch provocations 
into ſuch a flame as ſhould have proved unquench- 
able ; but wonder and weep that you have provoked 
ſucha gracious God, ſo ready to be reconciled : 
Gods heart 1s turned within him towards Ephraim, 
and his repe:.tings are kindled together; and he pro- 
miſeth he will not exccute the ficrceneſs of his anger 
in the deſtrvRion of Ephraim, and the reaſon of 
all he giveth not any motive from Ephraim, bur all 
was from Himſelf, For I am Goa, and not Man : 
What man would have born what God hath born 2 
W ho would have been ſo affronted and not have a- 
venped himſelf jf ic lay inthe power of his hand to 
doit? But God hath not only forborn to puniſh, 
but is alſo ready to forgive, and :hat becauſe he is 
God and not Man ; his Mercies are infinitely beyond 


\ the mercies of men; our bowels are marble in com- 


pariſon with Gods moit render compaſſions ; he 
blotteth our tranſgreſſions for his Names ſake ; and 
he hath promiſed to heal backſlidings , Ho. 14. 
verſ. 3. Read eſpecially the third Chapter of 7ere- 
mah through, and beencouraged to return unto, 
and for the future to follow the Lord fuliy : Take 
the counſel which Chri! giveth unto the backſliding 
Church of Epheſws after ſhe had left her.firſt love 
Rev. 2. 4, %. Remember whence thou art fallex, ad 
G repent 
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repent and do thy fir works. And the counſel which 
he giveth to the languiſhing Church of Sarde, 
Rev.3.2. Be watchful, and ſtrengthen the things which 
remain that are ready to ate. 

Had I time and room, and were more exactly ac- 
quainted with the preſent ſtate of your Soul,I ſhould 
further attempr to give you ſome ſuitable advice out 


.of the Word of God, by way of requital for your 


great care and kindneſs towards ow Youths, in the 
mean time let theſe tew acknowledgements be ac- 
cepted from a 
Real well-wiſher to your Soul, 
Thomas Vincent. 


|, ""—_ 


—————_—. o—_w—_—_ 


Cautionary Mottves and Direitions unto Youths pro- 
feſſrng Religion, 16 Ree? them from Apoſtacy, 
and BaCck- [11aI9g, 


Ou have heard,that the good Work which God 
hath begun 1n the day of Grace, he will Per- 

form until the day of Chriſt : Yet leſt any ſhould 
abuſe this Doarine, 33d turn the Grace of God into 
wartonneſs, leit any ſhould by preſuming that the 
good Work is begun in them,and thence concluding 
that they ſhall never fail away, preſume alſo to in- 
dulgc themſelves unto fin, and hence take occaſion 
ro pive way unto licentioutnefs 3 therefore I ſhall 
adde in the cloſe a ſerious Caution unto all, eſpecial- 
ly to young Profeffors, In 1 Cer. 10. and at the be- 
ginning of that Chapter the Apoltle doth ſpread be- 
fore the Cor:athians ſome examples out of Scripture 
of the falls of the Children of 1/rae! in the Wilder- 
neſs, their falling into fin, and falling into miſchief 
| and 


mn SI a n-© 5 2 =©» 


nad 


——_ 


—m— 3-1-5 


Ys Th ww a= y* N9a-ay 


o — 0 


tk Py 3 TÞ 1 


(79) 


and ruine thereby, ver. 11. he telleth them, that 


all thoſe things bappened unto them for examples» | 


and were written for their admonition ; and there” 
fore he giveth caation to them, ver. 12. Wherefor® 
let him that thinketh he ſlanaeth, take heed leſt h® 


fall. 


In 1:ke manner I have ſpread before you, a Letter 
directed to you from one who when he was young, 
and an Apprentice ( as many of you are ) was 
wrought upon,as you have been, he teilcth you what 
were his Attainments, and his Enjoyments, ſo that 
he then was an high and forward Profeſſor ; but 
wirhal, he doth acknowledg that in s ſhort rime he 
declined, fell into fin, and became a fearfz] Back- 
ſlider, and as he hath writ it, ſo I have publiſhed 
It for yout admonition, that I might give you the 
Nope caution, Let him that thinketh he ſtandethy 


\ Jake heea leſt be fall, 


Aﬀotives to keep from Apoſtacy, and Backſliaing. 


Act. 1. Some have and may fall, and Apoſta- 
t.ve from the Ways of God, that have made a 


high profeſſi>n of Religion, attained great Illumi- 
+ nations, Gifts, and Tafts of Spiritual things; and 


have been thought by others, and themſelves too, 
tothave ſtood as ſure as any ; therefore all that think 
they ſtand, eſpecially you that are young Profeſ- 
ſors, ſhould take heed leſt you fall. The Apoſtle 
telleth Timothy, 2 Tim. 4. 10. That Demas had 


| forſaken him, having loved this preſent world, And 


before that, x Tim. 1. 19, 20. Of Hymeneus 414 
Alexander, that they had put away a good Conſcience, 
made ſhipwrack of Faith, and learned to. Blaſpheme-. 
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And the Apoſtle Peter ſpeaketh, 2 Pet. 2. 20. 22. 
of ſome that had eſcaped the pollutions of the World, 
through the knowledg of Chriſt, who were entangled 
apain and overcome, unto whom it happened occording to 
the true Proverb : The Dog ts turned to his own Vo- 
mit again, and the Sow that was waſhed , unto her 
wallowing in the Mire, And our Saviour telleth us 
inthe Golicorinn of the Parable of the Sower, 
'Xat. 13.20, 21. That he which receiveth the Seed 
#n ſtony places, us he which beareth the Word, and anon 
with joy receivethit ; yet hath he nit root in himſelf, 
but aureth for a while; for when Tribulation, or Per 
ſecution ariſeth becauſe of the WWora, by and by be is 
cffended. Indeed ſuch as haye true Grace, can ne- 
ver totally fall, as hath been proved; but many 


- May have that which 1s like unto true Grace, and 


may fall totally from it; they may loſe that which 
they ſeemed to have. _.” : 
2. Apoltacy 1s a very high God: provoking fin, 
Heb. 10. 38. If any man araw back, my Soul ſhall 
have no pleaſure in kim. This drawing back is nor 
to be underſtood of the backſlidings of Gods Chil- 
dren, but of the Apoſtacy of Hypocrites, ſuch x 
drawing back 2s is unto Perdition, ver, 39. Gods 
Soul hath no pleaſure in them, that 1s, hes highly 
diſpleaſed with them : Apoſtares do in eff:& ſay, 
that upon trial, they have found the Devil ro bea 
better Maſter rhan Chriſt, and the ways of Sin and 
W ickednefs, though they lead to Death and Hel, 
to be more Eligible, than the ways of God and 

Holineſs, though they Jead to Life and Glory. 
' 3. Beſides the fin of Apoſtacy it ſelf which is ſo 
hainous, ſuch as are guilty of it, do ufually grow 
worſe than they were before, in all kind of licent!- 
LO 
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pus Converſation, ſee Afar. 12.43, 44445. When 
the unclean ſpirit is gone ont of a man, and returneth 
again, he taketh ſever other ſpirits more wicked than 
himſelf, and they enter in and avel! there, and the laſt 
eftate of that man, is worſe than the firſt, Apoſtates 
are the firſt born children of the Devil, and the 
Luſts of their Father they will do, he dwelleth in 
them, and ruleth oyer them, and they are ready ar 
his motion for any wickedneſs, befides uncleannefs, 
Debauchery, Miſchief, Vilany , Oaths , Blaſphe- 
my, ſuch perſons uſually have rhe moſt deſperate 
enmity againſt God and Godlineſs, and of all o- 
thers do prove the greateſt perſecutors of the Saints. 
Yea, Apoſtates are upon the threſhold of the fin 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt, and many oi them do ſtep 
over into it, and then there 1s no returnirg for them 
and renewing of them unto Repentance ; no Sacri- 
fice for their ſin, nor Remiſtion attainable by them; 
ſo that their damnation is certain, and the fiery In- 
dignation unavoidable which ſha] devour them : 
I don*r fay that all Apoſtates do fall into the un- 
pardonable fin ; yet I had almolt ſaid, that all Apo- 
ſtates do fall ſo as never to riſe again in the Event 
and Iſſue, if their fins be not unpardonable, they 
prove almoſt always unpardoned, 7ude ver. 12. of 
his Epiſtle, compareth ſome to Trees whoſe Frait 
withereth, without Fruit, twice Deaa, plucked np by 
the Roots, Such arc Apoſtates, whoſe ſeeming Fruit 
withering, and whoſe fecming Life being loſt are 
twice dead, and pivcked up ſo by the Roots, that 
they {can never receive Life again, I don't remem- 
ber that I have often either read, or heard of an A- 

oſtate thar hath been converted. Axd therefore,%c. 
4. Apoſtacy doth alrao#® ever end in gegitions 
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Heb: 160. 39. We are not of them that draw back to 

erdition : Such bring «pox themſelves deſtruQion, 
and ſwift deſtrntion,1 Pet.2.1. & ver.3.T heir Judg- 
ment lingereth not, and their damnation ſlumbereth not. 
God doth quickly awake unto the Vengeance which 
he hath appointed for them. They bring alſo up- 
on themſelves moſt dreadful deſtrution ; beſides 
the torture of the Body, which ſuch muſt undergo in 
the flam:s of Hell, they will ſurpaſs others in the 
anguiſh and horrour of their minds, none will have 
ſuch furious reflections, and horrible laſhes of Con- 
ſcience as Apoſtates, when they perceive what hap- 
pineſs they fell from, when they fell from the ways 
of Holineſs, and what miſery they fell into when 
they fell into fin. Beware then you that profeſs 
Religion now in your younger years, that you do 
not prove Apoſtates when you are elder, and verefle 
that prophane Proverb, Toung Saints, and ola Devils z 
and ſo bring upon your ſelves fuch aggravatedGuilt, 
and draw down ſuch an unſupportable weight of 
wrath, as wiil fink you ſo low in Hell. 

" $. If you have the good work of Grace begun 
in you, and God have engaged to perform it, and 
keep youthar you ſhall never fail away, yet it is by 
Motives conſidered, and Means made uſe of that he 
doth it, which if you ſhould live 15 the negleR of, 
you cannot expe to be hcIped by God from toral 
Apoſtacy, and ſuch a: pr:ſome upon Gods keeping 
them in the neglcCct of thc means which he harch ap- 
pointed for their eſtabliſhmen:, 1t is a great ſyton= 
tom of their Hipocriſie, and the unſoundneſs of the 
Grace which they ſeem to have. 

6. Though God will not ſuffer you totally to fall 


from Grace, if the good Work be 1n truth begun, 


yet > 
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yet, without great hecd, you may fall into great de: 
cay of Grace ; your Graces may languiſh and ſo be 
ready to Cie, Rev.3.2. You may fall into ſwooning 
Fits, anc 2 lethergick diſtemper, ſo that there ſhalj 
appear little evidence of life in you, either to your 
ſelves or otirers. You may, inſtead of the ſweet mel. 
tings for fin, which you have grow inſenfible, and 
contraQt a great ſtupidity and hardneſs of hearr, 
inſtead of your plyableneſs and readineſs to Spiri- 
tual Duties, yon may contract a great liltleſneſs 
and indiſpotition : inſtead of your Humility and 
Self-loarhing, you may grow very proud and ſelf- 
conceit:d : inſtead of your Meek and gentle Tem- 
per, you may grow peeviſh and paſſionate : inſtead 
of your uprightneſs of heart, and ſingle eye at Gods 
Glory, you may ſpoy} moſt of your Duties with 
Hypocreſte : initead of Self-denial and Temperance, 
you may indulge your feif and grow liſencious in a 
preat meaſure z yoa may loſe much of your Content. 
ment and Patience, and the fear of God which you 
now have, your bungring defire after Chriſt may be 
abated, your now {treng Faith may be enfecbled, 
your flames of Love may be quenched, the flame 
quite gene, and only ſome coals or ſparks remain 
unperceivable under the Aſhes : your hopes of Hea- 
ven may be loſt as ro the livelineſs and deliphrfut 
working of them. Therefore beware le$t you fall. 

7. If yo do not fa]l totally from *:race, yet 
without hced you may fa!l foully 1inro Sin; you 
have read jn Scr:pcure of grof+ 111% which ſome Saints 
have be: overtaken roo, ions + D:iurkenneſs, 
Lot's In.cit, Davie. $3nyt;s and Muirer, 7ob's 
and feremich. curtiu; their Birth coy, 7orah's paſe 
Gonate ſpeeches unro God ior ſparing Nuniveeh, 
Peter's 
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Peter's denial of his Maſter, and thelike: and if 
you look not well to your ſelves, you alſo (though 
you have true Grace) may fall into ſome foul fins, 
unto the diſhonour of God and your Prof:{lton, un- 
to the wounding of Chriſt and your Conſcience, un- 
to the grieving of the Spirit and God's People, unto 
the eclipſing of the light of God's Countenance, 
unto the interrupting al} ſenfible Communion with 
God, unto the darkning your Evidence for Heaven, 
unto the loſing all ſpiritual joy and peace, unto the 


_ provoking God to ſcourge you ſcverely in your Bo- 


dies, Eſtates, Names, Friends, to deliver you to 
Satan and the tyrannizing power of Luſt : you may 
fall ſo as hereby to be filled not only with fears, bur 
with horrours, and not only to faint through doubt 
of your eſtates, but alſo Oo ſink through an almoſt 
utter deſpair of Mercy ; you may fin ſo as not only 
to loſe Gods ſmiles, but alſo to gain his frowns,and 
having loſt all evidences for Heaven, you may be 
brought ever; co the brink of Hell in your own ap- 
prehenſion; ſad and doleful 1s the condition of ſome 
backſliding « hildren of God through their falls, 
which ſhould be a warning to others to take heed 
of the 11ke. 

8. Though you are truly gracious, yet you are 
in danger of falling, and in great danger without 
preat heed, partly through the temptations of Sa- 
ran, that implacable, bufie, watchful, inviſible, 
faiſe, deceitful enemy, who ſometimes will furiouſ- 
ly aſſault, and like a roaring Lion fall upon you, to 
make 2 Prey of and devour you ; but moſt com- 
monly will uſe cunning inſinuations with you, ſu- 
table to your natural diſpoſitions and inclinations, 
and by his ſecret ſnares endeavour to entangle you 

| before 
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before you are awar : Partly you are in danger of 
falling through the world , which ſometimes will 
{mile upon you to allure you, at other times will 
frown upon you to affright. you; ſometimes will 
promiſe its good things to draw you, at other times 
will threaten its evil things to drive you unto fin; 
But the chief danger of all which you are in of fal- 
ling, 15 from your ſelves, your own deceitful hearts, 
and the remainders of unmortizhed cerrupt. Fleſh 
within you; hereby you may be berr»i:d, and the 
Fleſh joyning with the Devil and the World roge- 
ther, you may be hurricd unto the commiſſion of 
ſuch fins, which now you ehink You woa.ld not come 
mit, might you gain the whole worlds Riches, and 
have ali thc Imperial Diader: of the Earth, thiown 
down at your feet. 

9. You may be kept from failing, 1f you look 


- well to vour ſtanding; whartey<r your danger be, 


God can keep you, and hoid up your goings in his 
Paths that your footiteps fl:;p nor, fre /#4e 14. To 
him that ts able to keep jou frem failiny, axe topreſent 
you faultleſs before the preſence of hs Gi:yy, with exe 
ceeg;ng joy, &c. Yea, he hath promiſcd to keep 
you, and bach engaged his Faith{uinefs ro 4o 1t, in 


» your applying your ſ-lves to kim, making uſe of the 


means which he hath appointed for your upho!ding, 
and e{tab};ſhmcnt, 2 The/.3. 3. But the Lord is 
faithful who ſhall eftabliſh yu, ard keep you from 
evii, And I ſhall add, that it is more eafie (hcs 
tides the Honour brought hereby unto Gel, 2rd 
the un:xvretitble benefit and comfort to your felve;) 


. to ſtand, not to fall,and than to ariſc & get up when 


you are fallen : It 15 no eaſte thing to recover out of 
3 Backiliding eſtate, ſuch as Backilide very much do- 
RR not 
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not uſually, either eaſily, or preſently recover them- 
ſelves, and many do never recover themſelves fully 
as long as they live, and as they loſe ſome meaſures 
of Grace here, ſo they are like to miſs of thoſe De- 
prees of Glory, which otherwiſe they would have 


attained unto. 


OC  — — - - 


D:reftions ts keep from Apoſtacy, aud Back ſliding. 


1.) Ooktoit that the good work be indeed be- 
gun in your hearts, that you have Grace of 
the right Kind; 1f you ſhould ptove (notwith- 
ſtanding all your Profeflion) unſourd in the Main, 
rotten at the Core, falſe-tearted Hypocrites, you 
are in grezt danger of rota; Apoliacy, againit which 
you hzve nv promiſe of God for your ſecurity. . | 
The Profefiion of Hypocritcs 1s bu!Jt upon a Sandy # 
foundation, which the wind of AﬀMiction, and 
ſtorms of Perſccution will overturn : Tris only true 


Grace that is of an«ſtabliſhing Nature, Heb.13.9. 
Tt 7s a good thing that Fiz Heart be eftghli/hed with 
Grace : Only the truly Gractors are buiir upon the 
Rock of Ages where they are ff:, and however 


they mzy b: ſhaicnby Troubles, and Temptations, / 


yet they ſhall never be utterly caſt Cown, and quite 
overturned. 

2, Be very humble, Prov. 16.18, Prize foetn be- 
fore Deſtruition, ana a DNauroty Spirit, before a fall. 
Tall Cedars are overthrow: with the Wind, wien 
bumble and low S'irubs are hardly touched by its 
blaſts ; and when God refilterit the Proud, and ſuf- 
ereth them to be thrown down, he giveth Grace to 
the Lowly, and ftrergthenerh chem to ſtand. 
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, Stand not in your own ſtrength, none have 
fallen more foully than the preſumpruous Self. con- 
fident, labour for a fear and Jealoufic of your ſelves, 
Rom. 11,20. Be net high-minaed, but fear : Let 
your confidence and ſtrength be in the Lord : Be 
ſtrong tn the Grace which is in Chriſt eſis, 2 Tim. 
2.1. Haverecourſe to him for Grace to help in 
every necd, and under every aflauit and remptation 
which you haveto fin; 3 Chriſt 15 aþlz to ſuccovr, 
and it 1s his Office to ſ:ccour, and he is ready to 
ſuccovr, he pitys you when tempted, 1s touched 
with a feeling of your infirmities, Heb. 4. 15. hath 
invited you to come unto him, ver. 16. and hath 
promiſed he will bruiſe Satan under your fect ſhort- 
ly, Rom.16.20. anl in the mean time thar his Grace 
ſhall be ſuffictent for you, 2 Cr. 12. 9. 

4. Study and apply the Promiſ-s of perſ-vera: ce, 
and preſcryation from fin, — God wil confirm 
youto the end, x Cor. 1.8, t he wil hoid you 
in his hand, from —_ none or puck you, 79. 
IO. 29% That he will keep you tt on ns eparting rom 
him, er. 32.40. Thathe will preferve you t: 'Om e- 
very evil work, and thitunto his Hoavenly King- 
dom, 2 Tim. 4.16. The whole Scripture 15 uſeful 
this way, David did hide Gods Word in his heart, 
as a preſervative apainit ſin, P/a/. 119 11. Butthe 
Promiſes are more cfpccially uſeful, being of fuch a 
cleanſing and eſtabl;ſhing vertue, eſpecially ; the ſ: and 
ſuch like Promiſes, wh-reby God hat h 0. if wed ard 
engaped himſelf roeftabliſh his people from [ails. 
Be therefore converſant with the V/5:d, ard receive 
ienot only in the Light of ir, but a'fo in the Love 
of it, whereby you will bz kept from 'a!!tng into ct» 


ther damnable errour, or ſcaridalGus lin, | 
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5. Avoid vain janglings, and an itch to diſpute 
with ſuch as are of contrary Opinions, take heed 
how you have any converſs with thoſe that are tain- 
td in their Jad ments, or at lcaſt of wrangling difſ- 
putes with them, for befides your hazzard, eſpecial- 
ly whilſt young, and unexperienced of being ſedu- 
ced by them you will be tn danger of declining in 
Lbe \i2our of your Splits, and fervour of love to 
Ges ; As the Author of the Letter hath told you 
bis ſa! cxperience, how his fall began upon his en- 
gt y: in 4 ſpuces with the Zrakersz acquaint 
$ Gur ;cives well with che P:inciples of Religion, 
waich you have in your Catcchiſms,& ſee how they 
ere proved by the Scriptures 3 hold faſt thoſe truths, 
and turn away from thoſe that endeavour to ſtea] 
them away, and rob you of ic. | 

6. Take heed of fenſuaiity. and 1:du!ping the 


Fleſhzin youth you may be moſt prone to this, temp- #4 


cations may be'orillii gs and Inclinations ſtrong , 
but you muſt Execiſc your ſclves In Seif-denial, and 
xeep a hard Hand over your rebellion Fleſh, you 
muſt (:f need be) keep under your Body, be ſure to 
bring your ſerful Appetites and D.fſtrcs, in ſubje- 
Ction un:o your Reeſon, regulated by the Word ; 


if they gt ivole, and the Maſtery, think what , 


PreCipices of in you are [ike to fall into. 

7. Beware :of Worldly mindcdnt!s, that YOu 
be not ſwajlowed up with Woridly buineſs, and 
encumbered with the Aftirs of this Life; I am ſure 
this will cavſe a greet decay In the power of God- 
lineſs. It th. World by 5.afon of your Callings, 
have moſt of your tim: , take hecd that jt bath 
got all; reſerve ſome time every day for Relizious 


Exerciſcs, and let them haye moſt of your hearts ; 


take 


v 


| 
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take frequent View of the tranſcendent Glory and 
Happineſs of the other World, which will diſgrace 
the World in your eſteem, | 

8. Stand continually upon 'your Watch ; be- 
ware of Sin in the beginning of it, do not enter- 
tain Sin ſo much as in your Minds, with any Plea- 
ſing Delightful thoughts; refrain ſecret Sins, other- 
wiſe your Feet will ſlide up before you are aware 
take heed of the] leaſt Degree of Apoſtacy , ob- 
ſerve your Hearts when they begin to go off from 
God, and endeavour with al] ſpeed to recover, 
and ariſe again, when you fee] your ſelves begin- 
ning to fal]. 

9. Labour after further growth in Grace every 
day , give all diligence to make ſome Additions 
daily to your Graces, and hereby you will both 
make your Calling and El:tion ſure, and if yon 
do theſe things, you ſhall never Fall, 2 Pet. 1. 10. 
Whilſt Grace is Growing, it cannot be vpon the 
Declining, and therefore you cannot Fall. 

10. Prize and Improve the mans of Grace, the 
Word, and Sacraments, and a!l {trenpthening Or- 
dinances,look unto Gods inſtitution of them, as the 
means of Eſtabiiſhment, and ſeek after Gods pre- 
ſence in them; wait for the Breathings of his Spt- 
rit, and cheriſh the Spirits influences both of Grace, 
and of Ccmfort, which are cf great Efficacy to 
xcep £:0M fails. | 
| (= 2H 11. Make 
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11, Make the moſt fruitful experienced eſtabliſh: 
ed and zealous warm-hearted Chriſtians, your moſt 
intimate Companions Forſake not only the com- 
pany of the Jooſe and profane, but aiſo of ſuch as 
have a Form of Godlireſs, but deny the power there- 
of; as th: Apoſtie's advi:e is, 2 Tim. 3, 5. From 
ſuch turn away : Afociate your ſelves as much as you 
can with them that fear the Lord, and labour ro 1m- 
prove by their company ; great encouragement and 
help you may attain, by the converſe «© lively 
Chriſtians, | 
12, Set God aiwayes before your eyes, as David 
did, and withal) telleth us, Becauſe God was ar his 
right hand, he ſhould not be moved, P/al. 16.8. 
Temptations to fin will little move you, when you 
aQually look to, and conſider Gods eye upon you; 
N fr. you will cafily anſwer and repel temptations, Her 
by can 1 do this wickedneſs, ard fin againſt God. de 
0 13. Labour for a ſtrong and fervent love to God; | 
many waters cannot quench the fire of this love : 
whilſt your hearts are mounting upwards in this 
flame unto God,you are not in ſuch danger of falling | 
downwards, and givirg car unto temptations, which 
would draw you unto fin: Labour to dwell in the 
Jove of God, ard in the jove one of another ;, here- ” 

| ' by you will dwcll in God, and God in you, 1 7c: 

i 4. 6. And whilſt you dwell in God, you cannot fall 

\ from him. vo 

14. Bz much in ſecret converſe with God, in | 
Meditation , Contemplation!, ,Ejaculation, fecret | 
Prayer; get often to your knees when you are alone, 
and there bewail Sin, and pray hara for thy Mortt- 
| fication of your ſpecial] Corruptions : f:cret Duties 
F ſericully, deligertly, 2rd corflantly performed, are ; 

] 4 boch | 
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both an evidence of fincerity, and a'great preſerya: 
tive againſt Apoſlacy. SE - 

16. Laſtly, and chiefly, labour for much of the 
grace of Faith, and put ir forthjinto daily exerciſe, 
2 Cor. 1. 24. By Faith ye ſtand, If ye would reſiſt the 
Devil, you muſt be ſtedfaſt in Faith, t Per. 5.8, 9g. 
If you would quench his ficry Darts,you muſt ger on 
and hold up the Sheild of Faith, Ephe. 6. 16. 1f you 
would be kept by the power of Gad, jit muſt be 
through Faith unto ſalvation, 1 Pex. 1. 5. Such as 
draw back unto Perdition, it is through unbeleif; 
Such as hold out, it 1s through Faith, to the faving 
of their ſouls, Heb, 10. 39. I ſhall ſhut up my Dit- 
courſe with two jS$criptures, 1 Cor.:16, 13. Watch 
yees ſtand faſe in the Faith, quit ye like men, ibe flrong? 
And 1 Cer. 15. $8. Therefore my beloved Brethern,be 
ſtedfaft and mimovable, alwaies abounding in the work 
of the Lard: Far as much as ye knaw that yoar labour 
z5 not in vain in the Lord. : 


